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We promote professional and personal growth of women educators and excellence in education.

The President’s Message

Our new year began with an exciting multi-chapter meeting at the South Hills Country Club. Several of us
represented Alpha Xi there, and we met with members from Alpha Phi, Alpha Upsilon, and Theta chapter. We
had a chance to enjoy a delicious luncheon, share ideas, learn about each other’s chapters, honor
accomplishments, and meet and hear from our new state president, Marcie Erickson. It was a very memorable
meeting!

I look forward to our next chapter meeting on November 15™ at one of our favorite venues, the Heinz History
Center in Pittsburgh, where we always enjoy fascinating programs! Our members appreciate working together
on interesting programs and projects, while spending time together. However, it has also been a sad time for
our chapter because we lost one member in the spring, and recently another wonderful member, Karen
Klingman, passed away. She was a retired elementary teacher from
the North Hills School District. We will remember and honor both of
our members with a Celebration of Life ceremony at an upcoming
meeting.

This year we are also facing a challenge as our current officers are
concluding their term, and our chapter will need new leadership.
Hopefully, our members will consider getting involved and taking
on a new role to lead us forward as a chapter.

President Paulette Hemmings

%x Presidents: Alpha Phi, Haddie Weber; Paulette; Alpha Upsilon, Mary Ann Battaglia; Theta, Kathy Reim;
(seated) Pennsylvania, Marcie Erickson
Date Program Location Meal

Saturday, Pittsburgh Hidden History Heinz History Center Lunch
November 15, 2025 Private Tour The Strip District
Wednesday, Jade Leung — Building North Park Lounge Richland Buffet dinner
January 21, 2026 Community in DKG and Route 8 in Gibsonia

Sustainability Adventures
Thursday, Rose Ann Colosimo, Theta Trinity Lutheran Church Parish | Catered dinner
March 5, 2026 Pysanky (Ukrainian) Eggs —an | Hall — Brandt School Road,

interactive presentation Wexford
Saturday, April 25, PA State Trooper Bertha Cazy | The Springfield Grille Luncheon

2026 Recognizing & Avoiding Scams | Seven Fields



The Program Committee / In Memoriam \

Phyllis Jenny, 1% Vice President and Committee Chair
On September 16, our dear friend

On Saturday, November 15", our chapter will meet at the and DKG member since 2003,
Heinz History Center to explore the current exhibit, Karen Klingman, passed away. As
Pittsburgh’s Hidden History. This exhibit consists of 10 a fourth-grade teacher, she was

sections which contain 275 rarely or never-before seen dlEatemiEg o Mo [T
y contributed to the district well into

artifacts, photographs, and documents pertaining to the her retirement. She served Alpha
history of our region. It will take us back in time and give Xi in a variety of roles. Her smile
us a glimpse of the past. lit up a room. This picture was

) ] ) ) taken at our November meeting
Following the tour, we will meet in the multi-purpose last year. /
room on the third floor.

Lunch is “your choice”: grab a bite in the Strip District,
stop at a restaurant on your way home, or just go home
and spend the afternoon at your leisure.

Remember to send your check made out to Delta Kappa
Gamma, and send it to me by Monday, November 10",

Our first meeting after the new year will be on
Wednesday, January 21 ,2026.

Hope to see you all at the History Center!

/ Membership/Teacher Enrichment Grants \

Jeanne Vendeland — 2" Vice President and Committee Chair

As you enjoy the cooler temperatures and all the fun fall activities, don’t forget to think about your friends,
colleagues, and acquaintances who would be a good fit for Alpha Xi. Remember that a potential

member doesn’t have to be a traditional educator but can be anyone who educates in any capacity such as a
yoga instructor, a Sunday school teacher, or a Girl Scout leader. If you know someone who you think
would be interested, invite her to one of our meetings.

Teacher Enrichment Grant information has been sent to school librarians in the northern area (thanks,
Faith!). Completed applications are due by November 10. Fortunately, we have enough money to award

grants without having to fundraise this year. If you know of a classroom teacher or librarian who could use
\ funds for a special project, have her visit our website or contact me. /

Newsletter Editor and Web Manager: Melody Hannegan
Website address: https://www.alphaxipadkg.org/
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Jared Box Project
Melody Hannegan

At the Multi-chapter Meeting, members
took home 14 empty boxes to fill for
children at the E.R. of AHN Wexford
Hospital. Tracy Petras, Director of
Volunteer Services, says that the
hospital can always use more. She has
also offered empty, used boxes, so that
we do not have to buy as many. Those
boxes will be available at The Heinz
History Center to those of you

who want one or two.

I will collect filled boxes
at the January and March
meetings. Thanks for your
enthusiasm for this project!

Although, we have no raffle baskets or
50/50 raffles this year, we are continuing
to sign up by districts to provide an
inspiration and greeters at each meeting.
Our November meeting is brought to us
by the Avonworth & Moon School
District Teachers!

e January: Shaler Area

e March: North Allegheny

e April: North Hills

Other Projects
Coming after the first of the year: Darlene
Farrell will introduce our Soap Sack Project,
Shari McGill will collect gently-worn clothing
and accessories for Dress for Success, and
Paulette will share additional information about
the Southwest Project of Toiletry Kits for
foster children.

CHAPTER REMINDERS:

e RSVP forms for the November 15%
multi-chapter meeting are due to Phyllis
by November 10™. (in the mail by the
7th)

e The 2026 PA State Convention will be
held in Cranberry Township in June.
See you there!

DELTA BEAR WANTS YOU!

No, she doesn’t want you to take her home with you
and write in her journal!
Yes, she wants you to assure that she always has a
home in Alpha Xi & DKG!

Our executive board has served three consecutive
biennia and believes it is time for a change in
leadership. Some board members have agreed to
serve again in one position or another. One person
has stepped up to volunteer for a position. For
elected positions, we have two openings: President
and 2" Vice President in charge of membership.
Please soul-search and consider serving in one of
those offices. The current executive board is
committed to answering your questions, giving you
guidance, and encouraging you in your decision-
making process and in your leadership role. The
chapter cannot survive without strong leadership and
each one of us is capable — after all, we are leading
women educators! Delta Bear thanks you!
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The Multi-chapter Meeting

The Jenga
Q&A Game

Darlene &
Jade
represented
us at Theta’s
Wild West
themed
fundraiser.
Jade
evidently
made out
like Jesse

James!

Paulette introduces the presidents; Marcie gives instructions for the Jenga
activity; Carolyn Sutton is honored as the PA Achievement Awardee;
Some of the Alpha Xi attendees (3 more were caught in traffic).

The Alpha Xi Table:
Our year in pictures by
Melody, Jade’s various
hobbies, Paulette’s
history with the Heinz While Erin
Center; and Darlene’s Ruggiero and

textile treats! Melissa
Costantino

represented us by

lobbying at the
U.S Capitol.
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