
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Alpha Xi Messenger 
The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International   – Key Women Educators             
Pennsylvania State Organization 
  October, 2024 
______________________________________________________ 

The President’s Message 
 
Hello Alpha Xi Ladies! 
 
It was wonderful to get together again and to hold our first DKG meeting of the year at one of our favorite 
places, the Heinz History Center in Pittsburgh, where we enjoyed a tour of their new exhibit on “How Women 
Shaped Pittsburgh”! It was certainly inspiring! 
 
It’s always exciting to plan for the upcoming year: awarding enrichment grants, hopefully welcoming 
some new members, hearing interesting and motivational speakers, working on new projects that can help 
others, attending other DKG events, and collaborating with other DKG chapters. We’ll have many 
opportunities to explore and learn together this year, and I’m very grateful for everyone’s enthusiasm and 
involvement! I look forward to another productive and exciting year ahead! 
 
Paulette 
 

Newsletter Editor and Web Manager: Melody Hannegan 
Website address: https://www.alphaxipadkg.org/ 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                   The 2023-2024 Program Calendar 

Date Location Program Meal 
Thursday,  
November 14, 202 

Luciano’s Restaurant, 
Mars 

Melissa Costantino-Poruben 
World Congress of Teachers in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Dinner 

Tuesday,  
January 28, 2025 

Shaler-North Hills Library 
Shaler Township 

Terry Klein & Melody Hannegan 
– Exploring Japan & Wendy 
Coester - origami 

Boxed dinner 

Wednesday, 
March 12, 2025 

The Clubhouse,  
Rt. 8 in Gibsonia 

Maggie Giel-Bovaird / Big 
Brothers & Sisters of Greater 
Pittsburgh 

Buffet dinner 

Saturday, 
April 26 or May 3 

The Springfield Grille   
Seven Fields  

Jeff Andrews – Music of the late 
50’s and 60’s 
 

Luncheon 
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 The Program Committee 
Phyllis Jenny, 1st Vice President and Committee Chair 

 
The next meeting is Wednesday, November 14th, at Luciano’s. Our member, Melissa Costantino- 
Poruben, will share her experiences while attending the 2024 World Congress of Teachers in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. If you haven’t already done so, I suggest you read the first page of the 
Fall Keystonian.  The entire page (continued, page 3) is the article Melissa wrote to thank DKG for 
the enrichment grant she received to help with the expenses involved in this trip. This would be an 
excellent meeting to invite a friend to attend. 

Our first meeting on September 21st was held at the Heinz History Center. Twenty members and 
guests were in attendance. Following our business meeting we toured the current exhibit which 
spotlights Barrier-breaking Women of Western Pennsylvania. Once again, Bob Stakeley 
entertained us with his vast knowledge of these outstanding Pittsburgh women throughout history.  
If you couldn’t join us on that day, the exhibit will be running until January. It is extremely 
interesting and informative and worth a visit.   

Looking ahead to 2025, mark your calendar for Tuesday, January 28th, at the Shaler Library. We 
will enjoy learning about Japan through the travels of Melody and Terry.  

Our March meeting is now scheduled for Wednesday, March 12, at the Clubhouse on Route 8. The 
program presenter will be Shaler graduate, Maggie Giel.  

I encourage you to think about asking a friend to join you at one of our meetings. We had two 
guests at the September meeting, and both these women will be joining our chapter.  So, you never 
know which of your friends might become a DKG sister after attending one or two of our 
meetings.   

Looking forward to seeing you all at the November meeting! Enjoy this beautiful fall weather! 

The November Meeting is brought 
to you by the North Hills teachers! 



 
 
2024 Teacher Enrichment 
     Grant Application 
 
The Teacher Enrichment  
     Grant Facts Sheet 
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Membership / Ways and Means Committee 
Jeanne Vendeland, 2nd Vice President 

 
Thank you to all of you who have continued your membership 
in Alpha Xi. We look forward to another year of exciting 
programs and worthwhile projects.  There has been a change in 
the timing for our Teacher Enrichment Grants. Since we got a 
later start than usual, we are extending the deadline for 
submission of the applications to November 15. Please spread 
the word of this opportunity to any teachers you know. The 
grants are for up to $250, possibly given to one or more 
applicants. This is an excellent way to fund projects for which 
money has not been budgeted. 

 

World Fellowship Proposal 
Karen Ulrich 

 
World Fellowship provides financial assistance to 
international women candidates who are not DKG 
members to pursue graduate studies (master’s or 
doctoral degrees) in Canada and the U.S.  Several 
of us attended the World Fellowship session at 
“Network and Nibble” at the Convention in June. 
 
In the past, I received a list of the year’s recipients 
and asked members to send a note and/or gift card 
to a recipient. 
 
Instead, I would like to propose that as a chapter 
we send $100 a year to the DKG International 
Educators Foundation (DKGIEF) earmarked for 
World Fellowship.  At the State Convention, a list 
of chapters contributing is published.  Amounts 
ranged from $27.00 to $650.00.  Our $100 would 
amount to about $4.00 per member.  
 
Then, when I receive the list of this year’s 
recipients, you can, if you wish, send an e-mail of 
encouragement to one whose home country or 
field of study interests you. 
 
We can discuss the issue at the November meeting. 
 

DKG International  
Educators Foundation:  

Emergency Fund 
Melody Hannegan 

 
The DKGIEF provides funds for 
many DKG endeavors: awards, 
projects, scholarships, and aid 

(World Fellowship is one!)  The 
emergency fund makes money 

available to DKG members who 
have been affected by natural 

disasters.  In the wake of fires and 
our last two hurricanes, many of our 

members are in need.  You may 
already donate to other charitable 

organizations, but if you’re looking 
for another way to help, this will 

directly benefit DKG women.  

Bob Stakeley 
led us through 
the exhibit 
and shared his 
wealth of 
knowledge 
with us! 
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PROJECTS 
 
Jared Boxes: Before the November 
meeting, Melody Hannegan will be 
purchasing the plastic boxes for us to fill.  
She will distribute them at that meeting for 
us to fill for children receiving health care 
in our area. Thank you for the donations 
you provided for this purchase. 
 
Dress For Success:  As we switch our 
summer wardrobes to fall and winter, 
remember that we can set aside clothing 
and accessories we no longer need.  Shari 
McGill will be collecting those donations 
at the November meeting! 

CHAPTER ANNOUNCEMENTS 
and REMINDERS: 

  The revised deadline for our chapter’s 
Teacher Grant applications  
is November 15, 2024. 
 “Schools for Africa” is now called 
“Girls’ Initiative to Revitalize  
Learning and Success” [GIRLS]. It is a 
partnership with UNICEF. Information 
about this endeavor will soon be available. 
 Royce’s theme on “Building 
Communities” will continue this year. 
 Save the Date: Next year’s DKG PA 
state convention will take place  
at the Kalahari Resort in the Poconos, from 
June 11-13, 2025. The resort fees have 
been waived for our visit; we and our 
families can use the facilities for free. I 
hope to see many of you there! 
 The annual DKG Creative Arts Retreat 
will take place in Camp Ladore, Waymart, 
PA from May 16-18, 2025. 
 Our first chapter meeting of 2025 will be 
a multi-chapter meeting, with the new state 
president attending. 

 

Paulette, Phyllis and Barb 
attended Theta's annual fundraiser 

at the Double Tree Hotel in 
Greentree on October 5th. It was a 
huge event with the goal of raising 

funds to award future teacher 
grants. 

Karen and 
Jade visited 
the Louise 
Silk Quilt 

exhibit at the 
History Center 

and she was 
there- we took 
a picture with 

her. Very cool. 

Phyllis and 
Melody cruised 
the Rhine last 

month. We loved 
a couple of days 

in Lucerne – 
pictured in front 
of the Old Town 

Bridge. 
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Alpha Xi members and guests loved the exhibit, A Woman’s Place: How Women Shaped 
Pittsburgh at the Heinz History Center on Saturday, September 21, 2024.  Thanks to Paulette, who 

has been a long-time volunteer at the history center, for forging the relationship we have to this 
outstanding museum!  


