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We certainly nurtured our unique creativity!

THE 2014-2015 CALENDAR

ENGAGE
in the community of Alpha Xi!

Explore Local History

Wednesday, September 17th
The Heinz History Center
Steamboat Arabia

Nurture Your Creativity
Tuesday, October 28th
The Pittsburgh Glass Center
Working with Glass

Gather Consumer Advice
Thursday, December 4th
Luciano’s Restaurant in Mars
ID Theft & Security

Affirm life: Organ Donation
Wednesday, February 4th
Trinity Lutheran Church
What is CORE?

Grow DKG Sisterhood
Saturday, March 7th
McCormick & Schmick’s,
South Side Works
with Theta Chapter
State President, Kay Stuart

The President’s Message
Greetings, Alpha Xi Sisters!
Tempus fugit: especially while we’re having fun! And fun indeed is what
we experienced at the Pittsburgh Glass Center last month. On a cool fall
evening, we gathered first for our “meet and eat” – business and comfort
food in a casual setting. Then we warmed up quickly beside the fiery
furnaces as we witnessed a hand-blown bowl emerging from a molten
blob.

Educate: Past, Present, &
Future
Thursday, May 7th
Sample Schoolhouse /
Cranberry Library
Tour & Initiation of New
Members

Check out yout website: http://alphaxipadkg.weebly.com/

Glassblowers, Sam and Dana, created a bowl as we
watched; then Ashley gave us the tools and
instructions for making our own fused sun catchers.

We toured the facilities of this impressive facility and
marveled at the many ways in which glass can become
works of art. Next, it was our turn and (just like our
Paint Monkey visit last year) from one medium, over 20
sun-catchers/coasters came to life and reflected the
interests and talents of our membership. We reluctantly
handed over our new creations for their fusion in the
kiln and departed with a sense of accomplishment. The
pieces of art are now at home with me and await the
reunion with their makers. Each is beautiful, each is
unique, and each will have a special place in her life.
(Mine will hang in the kitchen!)
Many thanks to the talented and patient staff at the glass
center and to Paulette and the program committee for
planning this event! The “hands on” meetings are
always a joy!

Choosing a Theme for the Alpha Xi

What’s next for us? On December 4th, we will meet for
an Italian dinner and will “Gather Consumer Advice”
from an expert on identity theft. In this area, we can
never have enough information, so join us and bring a
friend or two. Please send your reservation and check
to Paulette in a timely fashion. Luciano’s needs to have
a firm commitment well in advance of the meeting!
(continued page 4)

Raffle Basket for Convention
Each year every Pennsylvania chapter donates a gift basket to be
raffled at the state convention in June in State College and every
year chapters are becoming more creative by compiling themed
baskets. Although Melody didn’t win a basket, she was taken by
several very creative themes and took pictures of those particular
baskets. At our October meeting, she passed around a ballot for 4
of her favorites and asked the membership to vote. Two of the
baskets received significantly more votes than the others
(including great write-in options) and so we’re asking all the
membership to weigh in on the theme for our 2015 basket.
Vote for one! The choices are
A Gift Card Bulletin Board or A Handyman(woman) Kit

JOYS and CONCERNS:
Areta Kalogeras looks forward to cards and
Facebook posts as she undergoes more
treatments.
Phyllis Jenny recently received positive news
regarding a health issue.
Sue Phillips will be singing with the Bach
Choir in November.
Sandy Werderitch’s daughter is being married
on November 8.
Ellen Rodwick: A Doo-Wop cruise is next on
her agenda. “Does anyone have saddle shoes?”
Marg Foster will be cruising through the
Panama Canal with her husband. The trip will
end with a week in beautiful San Diego.

Please email Melody at viatoretis@comcast.net with your vote!
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Meeting Minutes
October 28, 2014
Pittsburgh Glass Center,
Friendship/Garfield, Pittsburgh
5:00 P.M. 22 present

December Meeting: Thursday, the 4th
Greeter: Ellen Rodwick
Inspiration: Paulette Hemmings
Raffle Gift(s): Barb Schmid and Janet Serdy

The business meeting during the “meet and eat” started at 5:05.
Karen Ulrich read a series of quotations about creativity for the inspiration. Jessie Friedrich introduced her
guest, Meghan Hilbert. We also welcomed Sue Morris back to the chapter.
The minutes from the September meeting were approved as printed in the October newsletter.
Peg Maser got a letter returned from Lee Fahrney regarding our invitation to rejoin the chapter. We are
looking for Lee’s current address. Peg also reported that she had sent a thank you to Bob Stakeley of the
Heinz History Center. A resignation letter was read from Karen Bordt.
Faith Jack showed forms to invite new members, prospect cards, and cards with a QR code that will take
prospective members to the chapter and International websites.
Marg Foster read the Treasurer’s report, which shows a balance of $4186.37 (but that is before the dues are
sent in to state and international).
Paulette Hemmings gave information about the December meeting at Luciano’s in Mars on Identity Theft.
President Melody Hannegan discussed her needs for Project Chairs. We all got a form to provide a tip for an
Early-Career Educator. They may be brought to the December meeting.
Ruth Wilson discussed volunteers needed for future meetings, for greeters, inspiration, and raffle baskets.
Melody discussed ideas for the State basket for the convention (possible themes, where each member would
be asked to bring one item that fits the chosen theme) and members voted on a favorite theme. She asked
members to send photos or articles or anything that interests them to her for the blog for the chapter Website,
which must be certified every two years. Our website has received its certification for 2014-2016.
Joys and Concern: Phyllis Jenny got good news about a health problem. Areta Kalogeras would appreciate
cards and Facebook notes. Karen Klingman announced that Sue Phillips will be singing with the Bach Choir
in November. Sandy Werderitch’s daughter is being married on November 8.
Deb Stackrow presented Barbara MacDonald with her President’s scrapbook for her second biennium.
We sang the Delta Kappa Gamma song to end the business meeting at 5:50.
Karen Ulrich won the raffle basket.

page 3

Check out yout website: http://alphaxipadkg.weebly.com/

(minutes continued)

(president’s message - continued)

We were then given a tour and
demonstration at the Glass Center. Then
we made our own sun catchers. They
will be baked and then brought to the
December meeting for pick-up.

Homework Assignments:
(Sorry, you can’t take the teacher out of the retiree!)
1. Visit our website (the address in shown at the bottom of each
page of this newsletter)! Study the website by opening all
pages and be prepared for a quick quiz at the December
meeting! Yes, there will be prizes!
2. Try out the QR codes on the bookmarks that Faith made!
Where do they lead you? She’ll have more of these catchy
bookmarks at the next meeting – please pass them on to
prospective members. Thank you, Faith, for acquainting us
with some new technology!
3. Please take to the December meeting a “generic” seasonal
card, envelope, and your yearbook for a short activity.

Respectfully submitted,
Karen Ulrich

May you all have a blessed holiday season!
Melody
viatoretis@comcast.net

Deb presents to 2012-2014
scrapbook to Barb.

Creative juices were flowing!
More pics can be found on the
website. Thanks to photographers,
Terry, Marg, and Faith.
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DELTA KAPPA GAMMA PROGRAM
DECEMBER 4, 2014
LUCIANO’S BRICK OVEN RESTAURANT
161 SCHARBERRY LANE
MARS, PA 16046
PROGRAM:
Following in our theme to ENGAGE this year, we will Gather consumer advice concerning different types of identity theft
and scams, which should be very timely as we do our holiday shopping.
SCHEDULE:
Social Time: 4:45-5:00
Business Meeting: 5:00-5:30
Meal: 5:30-6:30
Presentation, Q & A: 6:30-7:15
MENU:
SELECT ONE:
_____Lasagna
_____Chicken Parmesan with spaghetti
_____Broiled Cod with potato or vegetable

INCLUDED WITH ENTRÉE:
Choice of soup or salad
Beverage
Choice of four desserts

Tax and gratuity are included.
COST: $30.00 PER PERSON
Reservation and payment due by November 22, 2014
Payment: Check payable to Delta Kappa Gamma, along with selection to:
Paulette Hemmings
5052 Windriver Drive
McKees Rocks, PA 15136
Questions? Contact Paulette at 412-331-7894 or paulette.hemmings@comcast.net
Your Name: __________________________________________________________________
Your Menu Selection: __________________________________________________________
______ Please indicate here if you need a ride!
ANY PROFESSIONAL OR PERSONAL NEWS THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH THE MEMBERS?

