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The Alpha Xi Messenger 
The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International   – Key Women Educators             
Pennsylvania State Organization 
  January, 2025 
______________________________________________________ 

The President’s Message 
 
Hello Alpha Xi Ladies! 
 
Our November 14th meeting was a lively one! We held our Welcome Ceremony for new member, Erin 
Ruggiero, and six guests joined us for the evening. Our own, Melissa Costantino-Poruben presented the 
program, which was about her trip to Buenos Aires, Argentina during the summer. There she represented our 
country as a delegate at the World Congress of Teachers. It was a fascinating presentation about her amazing 
trip! 
 
I hope that you enjoyed the holidays, and I wish you a happy, healthy new year ahead as we plan for our next 
meeting on January 28th at the Shaler-North Hills Library. Terry Klein and Melody Hannegan will be 
presenting the program about their recent trip to Japan and Melody’s friend Wendy will teach us the art of 
origami; our members are quite active and do enjoy traveling the world!  
 
I also appreciate our chapter members’ involvement with projects that can help others and their support for our 
teacher grants. Thanks for all you do, and I’m looking forward to working with you even more in 2025!  
   

Newsletter Editor and Web Manager: Melody Hannegan 
Website address: https://www.alphaxipadkg.org/ 

North Hills 
teachers provided 
the raffle basket 
and inspirational 
message at the 

November 
meeting. 

Welcome to our new member! 

It was great to be joined by guests who 
supported Melissa as she spoke about 
Argentina and her work in NEA! Sallie won the raffle basket! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 
 
 
 
 
                                                   The 2023-2024 Program Calendar 

Date Location Program Meal 
Tuesday,  
January 28, 2025 

Shaler-North Hills Library 
Shaler Township 

Terry Klein & Melody Hannegan 
– Exploring Japan & Wendy 
Coester - origami 

Boxed dinner 

Wednesday, 
March 12, 2025 

The Clubhouse,  
Rt. 8 in Gibsonia 

Maggie Giel-Bovaird / Big 
Brothers & Sisters of Greater 
Pittsburgh 

Buffet dinner 

Saturday, 
April 26 or May 3 

The Springfield Grille   
Seven Fields  

Jeff Andrews – Music of the late 
50’s and 60’s 
 

Luncheon 
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The Program Committee 

Phyllis Jenny, 1st Vice President and Committee Chair 
 

We welcome in 2025 with our meeting on Tuesday, January 28th, at the Shaler North Hills Library 
beginning at 4:15 for social time. A business meeting will begin at 4:30 followed by a delicious box 
meal from Good L’Oven. 

Then our Alpha Xi members, Melody and Terry, will share their memories and impressions of Japan 
from their trip last April. 

Following that introduction to Japan, we will delve into the art of origami. Wendy Coester, an artist 
and massage therapist who has been active in Pittsburgh’s annual ‘Art All Night’, will teach us to 
make an Origami Crane. 

 I hope you will join us for an evening of fellowship, food, and educational entertainment.  

IMPORTANT! Please send your RSVP form with your meal selection and check made out to DKG 
no later than January 16th. I will be calling Good L’Oven with our order on January 17th.  

I will be out of the country after that and return in time for the meeting. RSVPs that arrive in the 
mail to my home after the 17th will not be valid. I will not have access to email during my trip. So 
mail your response ASAP.  

Wishing you much happiness, many blessings, and good health in the New Year. 

The January Meeting is brought 
to you by the Shaler teachers! 

Some of the origami cranes which 
hover in Wendy’s dining room!   
 
Terry, Melody, and friend in front 
of Nijo-Jo Castle in Kyoto! 
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PROJECTS 
 

Zip With Us: At the January meeting, 
Terry will further explain this project, 
which will run through the end of this year.  
Explore the website, www.zipwithus.org, 
to learn more about this worthy cause. 
 
Jared Boxes: Please bring your filled and 
possibly decorated boxes to the January 
meeting.  Don’t forget to put a little note in 
the box for your child.  Melody will 
provide the labels for those boxes to you.  
After gathering them (photo opportunity), 
she will deliver them to the AHN Wexford 
Hospital where they’ll be distributed to 
children in the ER.   
 
Dress For Success:  Shari McGill will be 
collecting clothing and accessory donations 
at the January meeting, and she plans to 
deliver the donations from both November 
and January soon!   
 

Membership and Ways & Means 
Jeanne Vendeland, 2nd Vice President 

 
As 2025 begins, I wish each of you a year full of health and happiness.  Your dedication and 
commitment to Alpha Xi is greatly appreciated. 
 
As of today (January 5), we have not received any grant applications, but there is still time before 
the January 15th deadline. If any come in prior to that, the committee will have recommendations 
to vote on at the January meeting. 
 
Apparently, the way we have been spreading the word about the Teacher Enrichment Grant has 
not been effective. If you have any ideas about how we can better disseminate the application 
information and/or encourage entries in the future, please share them with a member of the 
executive committee. 
 

Thank you for filling 
Jared boxes with 
goodies for sick 

children and Shari’s 
trunk with clothing for 

DFS! 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Remember that next year’s DKG PA state 
convention will take place at the Kalahari Resort 

in the Poconos, from June 11-13, 2025. The resort 
fees have been waived for our visit, so we and our 
families can use their facilities for free! As we’re 

watching it snow now, we can look ahead to 
attending the convention next summer while 

having some fun in the sun! 
 

The Pennsylvania DKG website is 
https://dkgpa.weebly.com/ 
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CHAPTER ANNOUNCEMENTS and 
REMINDERS: 

 The revised deadline for our chapter’s 
Teacher Grant applications is January 
15, 2025.  It’s not too late to share the 
information! 

 RSVP forms for the January 28th 
meeting are due to Phyllis by January 
16th.  

 The Jared Boxes are due at the January 
meeting. 

 Scholarship and Enrichment Grant 
Applications are due by February 1, 
2025. 

 Nominations for the Album of 
Distinction are due by March 1, 2025 

 The annual DKG Creative Arts Retreat 
will take place in Camp Ladore, 
Waymart, PA from May 16-18, 2025. 
 

Member News 

And introducing 
Lizzie, Pat 

Bauer’s new 
furry family 

member. 

Jade’s new puppy 
meets Santa for the 

first time! 

Melody’s Tilly is dressed for 
the snow! 

Sandy Werderitch and her husband enjoyed 
the beauty of Quebec in November. 

Jade earned her masters/4th 
degree black belt in Tea 
Kwon Do this fall! 

Reflection: one of Jade’s 2 
submissions to the DKG 
Society International Art 
Gallery!  Check out all the 
beautiful art at www.dkg.org 
 


