
      

 

The Alpha Xi 

Cruise: 

Join us as we… 
                    

CONVENE in an earlier time  
The Great Castle Shannon Train 

Robbery – Ed Hale 
Grazie at the Oxford Athletic Club 

Wexford 
Wednesday, September 20, 2017 

 
REMEMBER the past 

The Vanka Murals Tour – St. Nicholas  
Croatian Catholic Church 

Millvale / Monte Cello’s on Babcock 
Thursday, November 2, 2017 

 
USE cooking tips for easy 

dishes 

Farrel and Fisher Cooking Demo 
Trinity Lutheran Church – Wexford 

Wednesday, December 6, 2017 
 

IMMERSE ourselves in South 

Africa & Peru 

with travel guides Melody & Terry 
Shaler North Hills Library - Glenshaw 

February 27, 2018 
 

SUBMERSE ourselves in music 

Drum Circle with Pat Bauer 
Hartwood Café - Glenshaw 

Thursday, April 5, 2018 
 

EMBARK on a new biennium 

Initiation of new members and 
installation of officers 

Diamond Run Golf Club – Ohio 
Township 

Saturday, May 5, 2018 
 

The President’s Message 
      
 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
Happy New Year, Alpha Xi!  
 
I hope everyone made it through not  
one, but two arctic blasts unscathed.  
Hopefully the frigid temps will stay  
away. You snowbirds are smart cookies! 
 
The executive board met on January 15 

 and reviewed upcoming events and deadlines.  Also, I received an email  
from State President Barb Gasperini with some reminders. Get your 2018  
calendar out, and mark these dates. (For applications and more information  
on state awards, check  www.alphaalphapa.com) 
 
February 1 - State Scholarship and Enrichment Grants 

1. Scholarships will be offered to active members in good standing for  
3 years who are taking graduate study for credit leading to an  
advanced degree, certification, or toward job/self improvement.   
Credit may be earned during a regular or summer term at an  
accredited college/university.  

2. Enrichment Grants will be awarded to active members for 3  
years in good standing who wish to enroll in continuing education 
for personal and professional growth or a travel/study tour; to  
develop an approved independent study project; or to present a  
paper to a professional organization.  

 
Applications must be postmarked by FEBRUARY 1 and sent by USPS to: 
 Lois Brown 
2458 Raleigh Drive 
Lancaster, PA 17601-2950        (717) 569-4984 
   
(AX members who have recently received the enrichment grants: Barb 
MacDonald, Phyllis Jenny, Terry Klein, and Melody Hannegan – ask them 
if you need help with the application.) 
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President’s Message (cont.) 
February 1 - Nancy B. Grove Visionary Fund  

Classroom enrichment grant. One $500 award is selected by the Past State Presidents to an innovative 
classroom activity not supported by regular school funding. Any Questions contact Sue Stamm.  

 
March 1 - Album of Distinction Applications 

Recognition must be for an honor or distinction received or service performed  
beyond The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International. 
Recognition will be given on an annual basis during the State Convention. This year’s candidates shall 
have received their honors between March 1, 2017 and March 1, 2018. 
The nominee must be a contributing/participating member in good standing with her chapter (Active or 
Reserve).  A completed nomination form will be filed with the Educational Excellence Committee by 
March 1, 2018.  Haddie Weber, Professional Affairs Chair 
 

March 15 - Rosebud Recognition  
The purpose of the Alpha Alpha State (Pennsylvania) [ Rosebud  Recognition] is to recognize and 
honor a new member (3-5 years) who has given outstanding service to her chapter and Alpha Alpha 
State activities and has promoted the purposes and the policies of the Delta Kappa Gamma Society 
International. Nominations are to be made in secret.  Nominations are due no later than March 15, 2018 
and may be submitted by email in a PDF format to Carol Hartley or by the USPS, postmarked no later 
than March 15, 2018  The address can be found on the application form. 
 

The above grants and scholarships are state level ones. For international level awards and their deadlines, visit 
www.dkg.org. Your member number is your login.  

 
April 13 & 14 - Leadership and Professional Development Seminar 

Open to all members, recommended for Chapter officers and Committee chairs. There will be a "Meet 
and Greet Presentation" on Friday for all members, except Presidents, with the State 1st Vice President, 
Eileen Little. Saturday there will be breakout sessions. The keynote speaker, Canadian Dianea Phillips 
of the International Speakers Fund will also lead a presentation in two breakout sessions. 
 

June 15-17 - State Convention 
Nittany Lion Inn, State College, PA. “It is such a rewarding experience meeting more  
outstanding educators and making wonderful memories. Society workshops will be  
offered on Saturday morning for all new officers and chairman. Afternoon  
workshops will be offered to all about very interesting topics. Nita Scott, the new  
Executive Director of DKG will be our Keynote Speaker and she will also lead 
 a workshop. Cristine Mabon will be our Guest Speaker, speaking on The Five  
Essential Friend-"ships" that Enrich Our Lives. Share a room, share the fun and  
share the memories.” Barb Gasperini  
 

July 16-20 - 2018 International Convention  
Austin, Texas. “With around 130 Constitutional amendments on the floor, you  
will want to be part of designing the future of the Society. In addition to  
participating in the business sessions, you will enjoy breakout sessions, keynote  
speakers like Ben Zander and Nadia Lopez, making connections with educators from  
around the world, and tours of Society Headquarters - not to mention the sights and  
sounds of Austin. Please plan on attending Pennsylvania Night too!” Barb Gasperini  
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DRESS FOR SUCCESS 
by Shari McGill, Projects 

 
Remember, you can bring your “gently 
used” women’s clothing to the last 3  
meetings of the year. If you know anyone 
who is cleaning out her closet, be sure to 
tell her about our project! Closet purging is 
a great activity for the snowy days of 
winter.   
 
Note: leave the clothing in your cars for 
easy transfer to Shari’s car! 

 
 

February 27th  Meeting: 
Greeter:  

Sallie Fisher 
Inspiration: Barb MacDonald 

Raffle:  
Avonworth Teachers 

 
Volunteers are still needed for 
the inspiration on April 5 and 

May 5 and for the raffle on 
May 5th. 

Contact Phyllis Jenny 
 

Dates to remember for Alpha Xi:                               (President’s Message – cont.) 
 
February 2 - Alpha Xi Grant-in-Aid applications are due to Terry Klein 
 
February 20 – Nominations forms for new members due to Sandy for voting at the Feb. meeting. 
 
February 27 -  Melody (an Enrichment Grant Recipient) and Terry will take us to two continents Africa and 
South America as they detail their trips to South Africa and Peru. Shaler/North Hills Library. 
 
April 5 - We’ll be interactive as we explore our musical talents (or in my case just bang a drum) in Drum 
Circle with Pat Bauer at Hartwood Cafe. I'm looking forward to the therapy. 
 
May 5 - Initiation of New Members & Installation of Officers 

Diamond Run Golf Club 
 
Last reminder: if you're participating in the secret sister activity, don't forget to send her a card - Groundhog 
Day, Valentine’s Day, or thinking of you. 
 
Melody and the nominations committee are looking for two members who are  
ready to board Leader-ship and set sail as 1st Vice President and Corresponding  
Secretary. Please consider this new journey in your DKG life. I know I have been  
blessed with forming many friendships through being active in our chapter and  
beyond. Not ready for officer-ship just yet? Don't worry, there will be opportunities  
as committee chairs and members. Our chapter is such a vibrant and active one because 
of all of you and your participation in programs, projects and meetings. I am proud 
to be an Alpha Xi member. 
 
Fondly, 
Faith Jack 
 



Alpha Xi Chapter Delta Kappa Gamma Society International  
Meeting Minutes General Meeting 

Cooking Demo at Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church Brant School Road Wexford, PA  
December 6, 2017 

Faith Jack President called the meeting to order. 
Thank you to Darlene Farrell and Sallie Fisher for providing this program. 
Inspiration Shari McGill - Why God Made Teachers 

RECORDING SECRETARY REPORT 

Approval with no corrections needed of Meeting Minutes from November 2, 2017 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY REPORT 

Peg Maser reported that she sent a thank you card to Buzz Barkovich for the guided tour of the Vanka Murals, 
a get well card to Linda Peffer, and congratulatory cards to Melissa Costantino-Poruben and Jessie Friedrich 
for their renewal of their National Board Certification.  

MEMBERSHIP REPORT   

Sandy Werderitch stated that we are looking for new members; she has application forms that must be 
submitted before the February meeting. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Marg Foster reported the beginning balance as of December 5, 2017 is $4,042.67.   

PROGRAM REPORT 

Paulette Hemmings thanked Darlene and Sallie for their presentation of phyllo cup cooking.  Paulette also 
reported that our next meeting is February 27 with a catered dinner at Shaler North Hills Library.  Melody and 
Terry will wow us with a narrative of their trip to South Africa.  The auction was a big success providing $336 
for Grant-in-Aid funds to a Junior or/Senior woman in college who is studying education. 

FINANCE REPORT 

We have 46 members after 4 did not renew. 

PROJECTS REPORT 

Peg Maser confirmed that 40 Jared Boxes were distributed; 6 still remain. 

Shari McGill reminded everyone that again we will be collecting gently used clothing to donate to Dress for 
Success continuing throughout the year. 

SOCIAL REPPORT 

We still need sign-ups for the inspiration and greeting for several of our meetings.  We will continue to have 
the Secret Sister thoughts and card sending program for those who signed up, but there are a few names that 
were not picked up.  There will be no mini-outings for the winter months.    

(continued on page 5) 
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❤JARED BOX PROJECT❤ 

 
A few boxes are still available if you did not 
have a chance to take one or two at the 
December meeting. 
 
Filled and decorated boxes may be brought 
to any of the last 3 meetings of the year.  
Don’t forget to include a short cheery note 
signed with your first name and Alpha Xi, 
Delta Kappa Gamma. 
 
If you have any questions, call Peg Maser at 
412-486-4639 

 

Membership News 
 

Congratulations to Dede Rittman who will represent Alpha Xi as she presents an afternoon session at 
the PA convention on June 16th.  Her workshop addresses mentoring new and student teachers. 
 
We’re proud of Jade Leung who presented at the PA State Teacher of the Year Conference.  Her 
topics were “One to One iPad Initiative” and “How to Help Children in the Classroom”.  

Ellen Rodwick isn’t just sitting on the beach in FL this year.  She is teaching a class on Reader’s 
Theater in Naples and is initiating a creative drama class for seniors.  Also, she is taking a class on 
modern playwrights and is rejoining a group of singers – just for the fun of it! 
 
My three grandsons – that’s what Terry Klein  can now say with the birth of Henry in December. 
 
Did you notice Sallie Fisher and Phyllis Jenny in the stands at the Rose Bowl Parade on New Year’s 
Day?  That was the main event on their trip to LA and San Diego. 

Minutes (cont.) 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

The multi-Chapter planning meeting will be on February 
15, 2018, at Denunzio’s in Monroeville. Faith and 
Melody will represent our chapter. 

DKG Pennsylvania State is proposing to host the 
International meeting in 2020, possibly in Philadelphia. 

NEW BUSINESS 

DeeDee and Faith have submitted proposals to present 
workshops for the State Convention in State College, PA 
June 15–17, 2018.  This is usually a 45-minute workshop 
and takes place on Saturday.  

The next newsletter deadline is January 25, 2017. 
Members shared joys and concerns.   
Norma Miller donated a winter candle and  
comfort basket for the raffle which was won by  
Nancy Weixel. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Shari McGill, 
Recording Secretary 



 
DELTA KAPPA GAMMA PROGRAM 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2018 

SHALER/NORTH HILLS LIBRARY 

1822 MT. ROYAL BLVD. 

GLENSHAW, PA 15116 

 

 

PROGRAM:  

As we continue our DKG “CRUISE” this year, the “I” represents the opportunity to IMMERSE ourselves in the lands of 

South Africa & Peru with members and travel guides, Melody Hannegan and Terry Klein. 

 

 

SCHEDULE: 

Social Time: 4:45-5:00 

Buffet: 5:00-5:45 

Business Meeting: 5:45-6:30 

Presentation: 6:30-7:30 

 

 

BUFFET MENU: 

Hearty Italian Minestrone Soup  

Creamy Potato Soup 

Tossed Green Salad, with Dressing 

Rolls and Butter 

Dessert: Winter Ambrosia and Shortbread Cookies 

Coffee, Tea, Water 

 

 

COST: $22 PER PERSON 

RESERVATION AND PAYMENT DUE BY FEBRUARY 19, 2018 

Payment: Check payable to Delta Kappa Gamma, sent to: 

Paulette Hemmings 

5052 Windriver Drive 

McKees Rocks, PA 15136 

Questions? Contact Paulette at 412-331-7894 or paulette.hemmings@comcast.net 

 

YOUR NAME:  __________________________________________________________________ 

 

YOUR GUEST’S NAME:  ___________________________________________________________ 

 

ANY PROFESSIONAL OR PERSONAL NEWS THAT YOU’D LIKE TO SHARE: 

 


