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I hope everyone had an enjoyable holiday and that you are rejuvenated and ready for 2017. For the active teachers, 
we're close to second semester! The year is flying by, and we only have three meetings left. On February 1, we will 
have a comfort food buffet as we hear from two Pittsburgh Zoo docents at Fresco's. Please consider inviting a guest 
or two.  
 
Speaking of guests, all recommendations for membership are due to Sandy Werderitch by Jan 31. Please email her 
(werderitch721@comcast.net) the completed recommendation form (included in the email) or mail it to her at 721 
Heathergate Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15238. We would love to have initiates for our May 4 meeting. 
 
Don't forget to mark your calendar for our big tri-chapter meeting on Saturday, March 4.  
State President Tracey Dusch will share her DKG vision and journey with us, Theta and  
Alpha Upsilon. Please remember to bring your donation of grade 3-8 books to our  
February meeting.  
 
 (continued page 2) 
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RIDING THE RAILS – TAKE TO THE TRACKS 
Taking the 1st Steps to Life-Long 
Learning – Osher Reader’s Theater 

Monday – September 12th 
Café Des Ami 
Sewickley 

Ellen Rodwick 

WReath designing for the Fall Wednesday, October 19th 
Pat Catan’s at Mt. Nebo 

The artistic staff at 
Pat Catan’s 

Accolades to Alpha Xi: Birthday Bash & 
Educational Changes 

Thursday, December 8th (our 
birthday) 
Trinity Lutheran Church - Wexford 

Jade Leung 

Check Out the Zoo Wednesday, February 1st 
Fresco’s - Wexford 

The Pittsburgh Zoo 
– Docent Program 

Keep the train on track Saturday,  
March 4th 
Diamond Run Country Club – Ohio 
Township 

Tri-chapter Meeting 
with PA President, 
Tracey Dusch 

Savoring our Gardens and our New 
Members 

Thursday, 
 May 4th, Sample School House and 
Cranberry Library 

Master Gardener, 
Bill Goff (&Diane’s 
husband) 
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President’s Message (cont.) 

I want to thank Paulette Hemmings and the 
program committee, Phyllis Jenny for 
securing the church and everyone who 
brought scrumptious covered dishes for 
making our 60th Birthday Bash one to 
remember. We had enough food to stay for 
three nights, and the facility was perfect. Jade 
Leung gave a wonderful presentation on 
teaching in the 21st century classroom, 
complete with a sample lab using milk, dish 
liquid and food coloring plus a DKG trivia 
game utilizing the Kahoot app. Thanks for a 
fun and informative evening, Jade! 
 
Blessings to all for a happy and healthy 2017! 
 
Faith Jack 
Alpha Xi President 
Faithj40@gmail.com 
 

Alpha Xi Journeys! 
My Delta Kappa Gamma Story 

Phyllis Jenny 
 

My journey began in 1983 when fellow Avonworth teacher 
Marilyn Bushnell talked to me about DKG and sponsored 
me as a new member.  I have fond memories of President 
Marion Plank and of the initiation tea at the Greenstone 
Church.  Two young boys played the cello for us.  It was an 
amazing experience.  Following that day I attended 
meetings, but I did not truly participate beyond that. 
 
Things changed in 2002 when Mary Shirey approached me 
to become first vice president for the 2002-2004 biennium.  I 
accepted and that’s when my journey really began.  
President Melody Hannegan and I attended our first State 
convention for her installation as President of Alpha Xi.  
From then until the present I have attended numerous state 
conventions.  Being impressed with the DKG sisters from 
across our state, the speakers, workshops, and the 
friendships formed, I began attending the regional and 
international conventions.  Melody and I have traveled from 
California to Maine to attend conventions in San Diego, 
Minneapolis, Burlington, the Greenbrier, Cleveland, 
Portland, and Nashville.  We even attended a Southwest 
Regional in Oklahoma!   Meeting DKG sisters from around 
the world, attending business meetings and workshops, 
listening to speakers from all walks of life has enriched my 
life tremendously. 
 
Following two terms as first vice president, I was honored to 
serve two terms as President.  Throughout the years, I helped 
at State and Regional conventions and now serve on the 
Historical Records state committee.  I was honored to 
receive a grant-in-aid from the state in 2013 which gave me 
the opportunity to fulfill a lifelong dream of visiting Hawaii. 
 
For many years I was only a member 
 of DKG attending meetings of our  
Alpha Xi Chapter; then everything  
changed when I became an officer.   
I send a big “thank you” to Marilyn 
 Bushnell and Mary Shirey for giving  
me this wonderful opportunity.    I  
have enjoyed my years as a member  
of DKG and look forward to many  
more meetings and conventions. 
 

SOCIAL 

 

February 1st: 
Greeter- Barb MacDonald 
Inspiration- Sandy Werderitch 
Raffle -Deb McMullen and 
Sue  Phillips 

March 4 
Greeter - Dede Rittman   
Raffle - Shaler 
 

May 4 
Greeter - Ruth Wilson 
Raffle - Nancy Penney 
 
Please note that volunteers are 
needed for the inspirations in March 
and May.  Contact Phyllis with your 
interest!  pljenny@comcast.net  
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Alpha Xi Chapter, Delta Kappa Gamma Society International 
MEEETING MINUTES: December 8, 2016 General Meeting 

60th Birthday Party 
Trinity Lutheran Church 

Faith Jack President called the meeting to order.   
 
Terry Klein presented the inspiration Christmas Highs and Lows. 
 
RECORDING SECRETARY REPORT 
Shari McGill approved the minutes from October 19, 2016 as printed in the newsletter. 
 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY REPORT 
Peg Maser sent a Thank You note to Catan’s thanking Helen and Virginia for working with us on our wreaths.  
She also received a note from Barbara Gasperini, PA 1st Vice President, for the basket we donated for the 
Purposeful Seminar: Pride of Pittsburgh. 
 
MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
Sandy Werderich stated new member recommendation forms needed to be submitted no later than January 31, 
2017.  Email those forms to Sandy at werderitch721@comcast.net or snail mail to 721 Heathergate Drive Pgh., 
PA  15238. 
It was also announced that Nancy Penney is our longest standing member who joined in 1963 having 50+ years 
with us. 
 
TREASURER REPORT 
Barb Schmid reported for Marg Foster our balance moving forward from the report $1,982.20. 
 
PROGRAM REPORT  
Paulette Hemmings thanked all who helped with the birthday meeting.  She announced the next meeting date as 
February 1, 2017 at Fresco’s located next to the Chadwick. We will have a comfort food buffet and Lou and 
Myrna Bruno will have a presentation on the Pittsburgh Zoo.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
JARED BOXES: Peg Maser had all of the boxes ready to go and labeled. She collected $70 in seed money to 
get started and paid $84.74 for the boxes and $13 for labels.  PLEASE MAKE A CARD FROM: DKG and 
label it, TO: THE JARED BOX PROJECT.   
 
SOCIAL:  Phyllis Jenny thanked everyone for the generous donations of books to make the centerpieces for the 
March tri-chapter meeting.  Paulette and Melody have volunteered to make the centerpieces, if you would like to 
help, you can contact Phyllis.  The Shaler Area girls will make the raffle basket for the tri-chapter meeting. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Tri-chapter meeting is Saturday March 4, 2017. 
Secret Sister selection is still open.  There are still a few names left if you would like to choose a second sister. 
 
If you want to attend the North East Regional meeting there is still room on the bus and time to sign up. 
 
                                                                                                                            (continued page 4) 
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minutes (cont. from page 3) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Newsletter deadline is January 3, 2017 and distribution is January 10, 2017, RSVP deadline for February 1, 
2017 meeting is January 21, 2017.  To access DKG International, you should have received an email or you 
can google DKG, use your member ID.  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Creative Arts Retreat, Olmstead Manor, Ludlow PA April 21, 22, 23, 2017 
PA State Convention, State College June 2017  
Northwest Regional Conference, Spearfish, SD June 28-July 1, 2017 
Northeast Regional Conference, Windsor Ontario, July 12-14, 2017 
Southwest Regional Conference, Honolulu, Hawaii July 4-7, 2017 
Southeast Regional Conference, Myrtle Beach, SC July 19-22, 2017 
  
JOYS AND CONCERNS 
Karen Ulrich is caring for her aunt. 
Shari McGill’s son Paul put up the Hedwig and the Angry Inch national tour and it will be appearing at the  
Benedum Center Pittsburgh January 24 and 25, 2017. 
Debbie Steinmetz won the raffle for the Roses. 
Motion to close by Karen Ulrich, seconded by Melody Hannegan 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Shari McGill   
      

In case anyone has found the time during the 
Christmas holiday to complete the Jared  
Box(es), I will be very happy to collect the 
 finished project at our February 1st meeting  
at Fresco's. Otherwise, you may plan to bring  
it to the Tri Chapter meeting on March 4th  
or to the May 4th meeting.  
 
Please, remember to include a short cheerful 
message and sign it with your first name only and 
Alpha Xi Chapter, DKG. 
 
You can find directions and suggestions online 
at:  www.thejaredbox.com   or you may contact me 
by email or phone if you have any questions. 
There are a few boxes that have not been claimed 
and which will be available at Fresco’s. If you were 
unable to attend the December meeting and you 
would like to set one aside, send an email or give 
me a call.   Peg Maser  

Dede Rittman is willing to present at 
schools for grades K,1,2, and 3 free of 
charge, as she is trying to get the 
GRADY brand out!  The presentation is 
35 minutes, and includes appropriate 
vocabulary about being an author, the 
publishing process, information about 
how glasses help people to see, some 
personal background about Dede and 
her glasses, followed by the reading of 
the book.  The presentation is 
interactive, and the only requirement is 
for the school to send home book order 
forms, which Dede will deliver. 
(Clearances are up to date) Email Dede 
         at rittman@verizon.net  GRADY 
         GETS GLASSES was chosen as 
          the 2016 best new children’s book  
          by The Authors’ Zone. 
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Reminder: 
If your birthday does not appear 
in the directory, please send it to 

Barb MacDonald at 
bmacd@zoominternet.net or  

call 724-776-2029.  For privacy 
reasons, yearbook updates will 
appear in the newsletter email 

rather than this newsletter.  

Membership News: 
 

A grandson, Ellis Wesley, was born to Paulette 
Hemmings on January 4th, the eve of her own 
birthday.  Ellis is little brother to Oliver. 
A grandson, Luca Addison, was born to Melody 
Hannegan on December 15th.  He joins big brother 
Theo. 
Terry Klein began her 2nd semester of student teaching 
supervision for Duquesne University.  The student 
teachers have been assigned to Pine-Richard and 
Hampton School Districts. 
Jade Leung returned to Hershey for the National State 
Teacher of the Year Annual PA Celebration to do a 
best practices presentation about using technology in 
the classroom.  (Dec. 4-6, 2016) 
Faith Jack will be presenting her Voices from the Past 
genealogy talk at the January 17th meeting of North 
Hills Genealogists.  The meeting is at Northland 
Library and is open to the public.  Tip time at 6:30, 
presentation at 7:00. 
See Shari McGill’s son Paul perform at the Benedum 
in Hedwig and the Angry Inch on January 24 & 25th. 
Phyllis Jenny and Melody Hannegan traveled by train 
to DC to see Pittsburgher Vanessa Reseland (NA grad) 
perform the role of the witch in Into the Woods at the 
John F Kennedy Center for Performing Arts. 

 



 
DELTA KAPPA GAMMA PROGRAM 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2017 

FRESCO’S 

10545 PERRY HIGHWAY  

WEXFORD, PA 15090 

 

PROGRAM: 

To begin the new year and to continue on our journey as we “RIDE THE RAILS” and take to the TRACKS, we hope that 

you can join us and “CHECK OUT” our next DKG meeting. We will enjoy a “comfort foods” buffet to stay warm in 

February, and we’ll have the opportunity to hear from representatives from the Pittsburgh Zoo about “What Docents 

Do” there. The docent program is for both retirees and those who are currently teaching, and they will discuss their 

selection process, training and opportunities. 

 

SCHEDULE: 

Social Time 4:45-5:00 

Business Meeting 5:00-5:45 

Buffet 5:45-6:45 

Presentation 6:45-7:30 

 

COMFORT FOODS BUFFET: 

 Farmhouse salad and dressing    Chicken rice soup 

 Pot roast with carrots and potatoes   Baked chicken parmigiana 

 Red potatoes with herb butter    Baked rigatoni 

 Green beans with crispy onion    Rolls and butter 

 Beverages      Cake 

 

PROJECT REMINDER: 

Bring fiction books for grades 3-8, to be used as centerpieces for the tri-chapter meeting and then donated to the Urban 

Impact Foundation of Pittsburgh. Also, you can bring your completed Jared boxes. 

 

COST: $30 per person 

Reservation and payment due by January 19, 2017 

Payment: Check payable to Delta Kappa Gamma, sent to: 

Paulette Hemmings 

5052 Windriver Drive 

McKees Rocks, PA 15136 

Questions? Contact Paulette at 412-331-7894 or paulette.hemmings@comcast.net 

 

YOUR NAME: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

YOUR GUEST’S NAME _______________________________________________________ 

 

ANY PERSONAL OR PROFESSIONAL NEWS THAT YOU’D LIKE TO SHARE WITH OUR MEMBERS: 

 


