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The Alpha Xi Messenger @DI@

The President’s Message %

Hello Alpha Xi Ladies!

Thanks to all our members and guests who attended and participated in our busy January meeting! We
completed our Jared Box project for children at AHN Hospital in Wexford, and we started another project, Zip
With Us, which helps kids with cancer. You can read more about these projects in this newsletter.

We’re grateful to everyone, especially Jade, for distributing information about our teacher grant and for
encouraging two excellent applicants to apply. We’ll be happy to help finance their plans to improve their
classes and our community with their grant awards.

Chapter members, Melody and Terry, gave a fascinating presentation at our last meeting, which helped us to
feel like we had experienced their recent trip to Japan, and afterward we had fun making an origami project
with Wendy Coester.

We hope that you’ll be able to join us at our next meeting in March to enjoy a delicious buffet dinner, spend
time together, hear a fascinating speaker, and continue to make plans to help our community.

Paulette

The 2024-2025 Program Calendar: Remaining Meetings

Date Location Program \J (1
Wednesday, The North Park Lounge - Maggie Giel-Bovaird / Big Buffet dinner
March 12, 2025 Richland, Rt. 8 in Gibsonia Brothers & Sisters of Greater

Pittsburgh
Saturday, The Springfield Grille Jeff Andrews — Music of the late | Luncheon
April 26, 2025 Seven Fields 50’s and 60’s
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Cultural Treasures
of Japan

Membership and Ways & Means

Jeanne Vendeland, 2™ Vice President

The Teacher Enrichment Grant committee is
delighted to award stipends to two worthy
applicants this year.

Abbey Nilson from Shaler teaches a high
school sustainability class which is collecting
plastic lids and caps to be made into two
benches for a local community park. She is
requesting $250 to offset the cost of
purchasing the benches once they are
manufactured.

Kristen Paul, also from Shaler, is requesting
$250 to purchase supplies for her Family and
Consumer Sciences class to augment her
basic budget. This will enable her students to
create more advanced pastries and baked
goods.

Abbey and Kristen will be at our next
meeting on March 12% to describe their
projects and to receive their checks. Please
plan to attend so you can congratulate them.

The Program Committee
Phyllis Jenny, 1% Vice President and
Committee Chair

Warm greetings to everyone as we are
experiencing all types of weather during
this crazy February! Looking forward to
March, our next meeting will be on
Wednesday, March 12, at the North
Park Lounge-Richland (formerly The
Clubhouse on Route 8). The private room
1s available to us from 4:45 - 7:45, so
please do not arrive before then.

Following the business meeting and a
delicious buffet dinner, our speaker,
Maggie Giel-Bovaird, will present a
program on Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Greater Pittsburgh. She will take us on
a journey through the agency's impactful
60-year history in the Greater Pittsburgh
area, share heartfelt stories, and describe
the various programs that have changed
lives, drawing from her own personal
experiences. Get ready to be inspired as
Maggie brings the mission of Big
Brothers Big Sisters to life and shows us
the incredible difference one person can
make.

At the January meeting, we had the
largest number of members and guests in
attendance than we’ve had in several
years. I am hoping this trend continues
for the remaining meetings in this
biennium. Please continue to invite a
guest or two and to support our chapter
by attending our meetings. I’m looking
forward to sharing with you an evening
of good food, fellowship, and an

Qormative program on March 12,




ZI1P WITH US PROJECT UPDATE
Terry Klein

Once again, our DKG sisters have shown their generosity and their hearts with their embrace of the
Zip With Us charity. I was floored by the response at the January meeting. After selling $170 worth
of bracelets and collecting $101 in donations (including one from Wendy, our origami tutor), we
already have $271 to gift to Zip With Us.

For those of you who missed the meeting, I encourage you to look at the
website WWW.ZIPWITHUS.ORG to learn about the good work this charity is doing.

The non-profit donates custom ZipShirts™ and onesies to kids and babies across the U.S. with
cancer and other life-threatening illnesses, allowing them to keep their clothes on during
treatments, adding comfort, function, and dignity while helping to reduce fear and anxiety. It is
such a worthy cause.

I will collect donations and have bracelets for sale again at our March meeting. See you there! And
thanks so much again for all you do! -

Terry explains
how the shirts
are functional
for kids with
ports for
cancer
treatments!

JARED BOXES
Melody Hannegan

Thank you so much
for your generosity!
Melody and Sallie
delivered 36 beautiful
Jared Boxes to AHN
Wexford Hospital.
Tracy Petras,
Director of Volunteer

Services, was elated Wil “ o = DRESS FOR SUCCESS

to receive them and . :
said that the children g cCltgatelene

i !
Tl LIGNIE BB Thanks for your donations in November and

January. If you forgot yours, you can still donate

clothing at the March and April meetings!
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Congratulations,

Member News

Melissa!

Melissa was selected for the Presidential Award for
Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching. She
represents Pennsylvania and the Avonworth School District.
The state of PA also recognized her for this achievement!
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Erin Ruggiero is
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ﬂHAPTER ANNOUNCEMENTS alh

REMINDERS:

RSVP forms for the March 12" meeting
are due to Phyllis by March 15t
Nominations for the Album of
Distinction are due by March 1, 2025
The annual DKG Creative Arts Retreat
will take place in Camp Ladore,
Waymart, PA from May 16-18, 2025.
Registration is due by April 14,

The PA State Convention will be held at
the Kalahari Resort in the Pocono

Mountains, June 11-13, 2025. RSVP’s
are due by May 13, /
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We are proud that Erin and Melissa advocate for
education on behalf of teachers, students, and us.
(Pictured with elected officials and marching in D.C.)

Please keep Jeanne Vendeland in your
thoughts as she recuperates from knee
replacement surgery.

Our guest, Abby, won the raffle which
was created by our Shaler teachers!

The Pennsylvania DKG website is
https://dkgpa.weebly.com/




