February 2017

The Alpha Xi Messenger @DI@

The President’'s Message

DKG Greetings!

If you were among the 27 members at the Februastingg | think you will agree that we had a greatréng with
a wonderful buffet of comfort foods - stew, rigatachicken parmigiana, soup, etc. The Zoo docergsgnted a
myriad of programs that they are involved in ashasgltouching on how to become a docent. Who gtuiuoh the
snow leopard pelt? It was so soft. What a shanteltieae wonderful animals are endangered.

Check out the minutes and the corrected minutes Dec. 8 to keep informed on chapter business,
announcements, joys & concerns. There is a lishpbrtant dates for upcoming conferences. Pleassider
attending the Pennsylvania State Conference i &aliege June 9-11. You're missing a great oppastuo
connect with sisters on the state level if you'ewer attended. Also, please remember to send a@sair Secret
Sister.

Plans are underway for the BIG Tri-Chapter meetwth Theta and Alpha Upsilon on Saturday, Marcht4,
Diamond Run Golf Club. Please consider attendingéet State President Tracey Dusch and networksigtars

(continued page 2)

RIDING THE RAILS — TAKE TO THE TRACKS

T aking the 1 Steps to Life-Long Monday — September 12 Ellen Rodwick
Learning — Osher Reader’s Theater Cafeé Des Ami
Sewickley
wWReath designing for the Fall Wednesday, October 19 The artistic staff at
Pat Catan’s at Mt. Nebo Pat Catan’s
Accolades to Alpha Xi: Birthday Bash & | Thursday, December &' (our Jade Leung
Educational Changes birthday)
Trinity Lutheran Church - Wexford
Check Out the Zoo Wednesday, February 1st The Pittsburgh Zoo
Fresco’s - Wexford — Docent Program
K eep the train on track Saturday, March Tri-chapter Meeting
Diamond Run Country Club — Ohio | with PA President,
Township Tracey Dusch
Savoring our Gardens and our New Thursday, Master Gardener,
Members May 4", Sample School House and | Bill Goff (&Diane’s
Cranberry Library husband)




President’s Message (cont.)

from other local chapters. The invitation
/IRSVP is attached. Get it in early to Paulette
we know how many centerpieces and favors
we need. Many at the meeting already returi
theirs.The deadline is February 23.

Before we know it, it will be spring and time
initiate our new members. We will be
welcoming three initiates: Judy Horn, Norme
Miller and Jeanne Vendeland on Thursday,
May 4, at Sample School in Cranberry. After
the initiation, we will go to the Cranberry
Library for dessert and a program from Mast
Gardener Bill Goff, member Diane Goff's
husband.

On this sixty degree day, | am hoping Phil’s
forecast was wrong! Eny 1t while it [asts! *

Faith Jack

Alpha Xi President
Faithj40@gmail.com
412-303-5443

-

Greeter - Dede Rittman
Raffle — Shaler
Inspiration — Shari McGill

SOCIAL

May 4
Greeter - Ruth Wilson
Raffle - Nancy Penney

Please note that volunteers are
needed for the inspiration in May.
Contact Phyllis with your interest!

Qliennv@comcast.net /

Alpha Xi Journeys!
My Delta Kappa Gamma Story
Karen Ulrich

/

My DKG journey/adventure began in 1984, when | was
initiated into Alpha Xi chapter. Back then, we alyg had
initiation/installation at a tea at the Greenst@meirch in
Bellevue. | had been recommended by Alice Smoliavi
who taught across the hall from me.

I have always been a “joiner”, and in 1984, profasal
organizations were looked upon more enthusiasyicdflost
academic areas had active local, state, nationdlgaen
international organizations, and when you requeteyb to
a conference, you were encouraged to go and beok b
materials to share with your department. DKG addwne
to meet women from neighboring districts and irt thay
network about issues. Plus, it didn’t cost theritis
anything nor require a sub. We even had some temal
administrators in our chapter.

I remember that for several years we collected bawid
raised money to ship them for the “Sister Patrirni@ject.”
Sister Patricia used them for her work in Centraletica.
Each President had a pet service project, andmeso
bienniums, we supported a different project forheac
meeting. Some years meeting nights were alwaysahe
night of the week; Other times we mixed it up sdidn’t
conflict with someone’s choir practice, bowling,ather
activity.

Committee work was more prominent in the pasterved
on the yearbook committee (mainly proofreading what
Dorothy Winner and Mary Shirey had put togethed an
communications committee among others. | remember
going to North Hills High School to “run off” theemwsletter
then stuffing envelopes and taking them to the ptiste.

(continued page 3)




Karen’s DKG Journey (cont.)

In the 90’s, we had intrastate regional meetirigsent to one at The Woodlands in Warrendale aradrean was held at a
hotel in Cambridge Springs. They were just Satumferences. It was nice to meet sisters frora elnapters.

Within Alpha Xi, | have served as Recording Seagefar several bienniums. I’'m going to take credit pushing to have
the minutes printed in the newsletter. It saveetduring the meeting and allows members to beawafavhat happened
if they miss a meeting. I've attended the past 8tate conventions and will attend my third Creatrts retreat in April.
(Those are always a hoot!!)

I have enjoyed meeting and networking with memkrers area districts and networking for various esusAnd | look
forward to that continuing in the future. | couramy of you in the chapter as my fellow passengers.

Alpha Xi Chapter, Delta Kappa Gamma Society Inteomal
MEEETING MINUTES: February 1, 2017 General Meeting
Pittsburgh Zoo Docent Program
Fresco’s in Wexford
Faith Jack President called the meeting to order.

Sandy Werderitch presented the inspirafiba Creation of Teachers

RECORDING SECRETARY REPORT

Shari McGill needed to make a few changes to theites from the December 8, 2016 minutes as printdte
newsletter: the woman who worked with us at Paafatwas Helena rather than Helen and Karen Klingima
the sister who is helping to care for her auntywigh her aunt well.

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY REPORT

Peg Maser stated there was no correspondencedud sémce the last meeting, but Faith talked altogtreview
of Form 54 from the state organization at the ExeelBoard meeting. That form was submitted ireamail on
February 1, 2017.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Sandy Werderitch stated there were 3 perspectiveb@aes and a vote needed to be taken. After theinnoas
vote all three candidates were accepted: Jearemedland of Avonworth, Norma Miller of Allegheny Né&y,
and Judy Horne of Shaler Area School Districtsryl &tein moved to accept them and Karen Klingman
seconded the vote.

TREASURER REPORT
Peg Maser reported for Marg Foster. Our balancamgdorward as of February 1, 2017 is $1,277.28sasd
from the report.

PROGRAM REPORT

Paulette Hemmings thanked all for the great tutrabéresco’s. She announced the next meetingrigio
chapter meeting with Alpha Upsilon and Theta Chapf€he date of this event is March 4, 2017 at iadh
Run Golf Club we will have a special buffet dinn@ur PA State President Tracey Dusch will be tles@nter
continuing our journey as we “Ride the Rails”.

(continued page 4)




minutes (cont. from page 3)
COMMITTEE REPORTS

JARED BOXES: Peg Maser had a few more boxes ready to go antethtighe collected several of the boxes
and distributed those which were left ov&®0OXES NEED TO BE RETURNED at either the March 4 or
May 4 meeting. We will be continuing this project for next yeayr members seem to enjoy doing it, and
Children’s Hospital is very appreciative.

SOCIAL: Phyllis Jenny thanked everyone for the generousititins of books to make the centerpieces fo
the March tri-chapter meeting. Paulette, Melodwlis, and Karen U. will be constructing the cepteces,
and Darlene will be making the train cookies a®fakeeping with the “Ride the Rails” theme. Itswa
mentioned that we are going to need help transpgpttie donated books to Urban Impact of Pittsbargh
several sisters said they will help in that endeavidie Shaler Area girls will make the raffle basfor the tri-
chapter meeting and Shari McGill will create a téoy ticket tree” with the generous donations froun
members. Shari McGill volunteered to select and tba inspiration for the March 4 meeting.

VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS

Terry Klein asked for ideas for scheduling othetiaugs activities we can have for sisters who wdikid to
meet between meetings. Paulette’s idea of goinp@mloomfieldBurg, Bits, and Bites Food Tour again
seemed well received. It is a public tour withgEdple. We are sendingsAVE THE DATE MEMO for
SATURDAY APRIL 29, 2017 1:30-3:30, at the cost of $39 per person. Also, a few sisters announced some
of the local high schools have Senior Citizensgrenfinces of their spring musicals which are a# fidorth
Allegheny performance dfegally Blonde is February 28, 2017 at 3:30 p.m. Shaler Aredlsichool is
performingLes Miserables, and the senior citizen is performance March 1,728t15:00.

NEW BUSINESS

The Standing Rules Committee (Paulette, Melody,Rimglis) will be meeting to make recommendatioms f
rule changes and will report May 4.

The PA State Convention will be held June 9-11tateéSCollege. Think about attending!

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Faith reminded everyone to send additional notesitdSecret Sisters. At the end of the May 4 meetie
will reveal who each sister is and following thagheort survey will be sent out via email.

Room is still available on the bus to the Northd&sgional meeting, to be held July 12-14, 2017.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Newsletter deadline is February 4, 2017 and digtiob is February 11, 2017, RSVP Reminder Febradry
2017, RSVP deadline for meeting February 23, 26te&ting date is March 4, 2017.

Karen Klingman mentioned that the pop can tabs baen a big hit and much appreciated. Please sgie
them and bring them to the meetings for her to @fbp They are now going to the Erie Shriners’ plites.
Norma Miller won the raffle — a beautiful scarf apid.

Respectfully Submitted,
Shari McGill




Membership News: | /(9

Sue Morris suffered various injuries in a fall. UPCOMING EVENTS

Benjamin, son ofeanne Vendelandpassed away on Creative Arts Retreat

January 26. Jeanne is one of our candidates for initia Olmstead Manor, Ludlow PA
Please keep Sue and Jeanne in your thoughts &rprayt April 21-23, 2017

Sandy Werderitch has a new granddaughter Penelope

on January 14. PA State Convention

Peg Maseris traveling to Nashville for her great State College June 9-11, 2017
granddaughter’s®ibirthday.

Several members have been spendmme of the winter Northwest Regional Conference
Florida Ellen, Dede, Margto name a few) | Spearfish, SD June 28-July 1, 2017

Northeast Regional Conference
Windsor Ontario, July 12-14, 2017

Southwest Regional Conference
Honolulu, Hawaii July 4-7, 2017

Southeast Regional Conference
Myrtle Beach, SC July 19-22, 2017

/

2017 HIGH SCHOOL MUSICALS

Vincentian Academy, “Oliver!,” Feb. 24-26, March 3-4

North Allegheny, “Legally Blonde,” March 1-5

Seneca Valley, “Legally Blonde,” March 3-5, 10-11

Sewickley Academy, “Sweeney Todd,” March 2-4

Shaler, “Les Miserables,” March 3-5, 10-11

Pine-Richland, “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat,” March 10-11, 17-18
Fox Chapel, “Into the Woods,” March 16-19

Mars, “The Addams Family,” March 17-18

North Hills, “Me and My Girl,” March 23-25, 30-31, April 1
Quaker Valley, “The Sound of Plaid,” March 23-25

Avonworth, “Beauty and the Beast,” March 31-April 1, 7-8
Northgate, “James and the Giant Peach,” March 31-April 1, 6-8
Hampton, “Big Fish,” April 7-8, 21-22

Eden Christian Academv. “Seussical.” April 26-29




