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Date Program Location Meal 
Saturday,  
September 13, 2025 

Multi-chapter Meeting: Marcie 
Erickson, PA President 

South Hills Country Club,  
Brownsville Road 

Luncheon 

Saturday,  
November 15, 2025 

Pittsburgh Hidden History 
Private Tour 

Heinz History Center 
The Strip District 

Lunch 

Wednesday,  
January 21, 2026 

Jade Leung – Building 
Community in DKG and 
Sustainability Adventures 

North Park Lounge Richland  
Route 8 in Gibsonia 

Buffet dinner 

Thursday, 
March 5, 2026 

Rose Ann Colosimo, Theta  
Pysanky (Ukrainian) Eggs – an 
interactive presentation 

Trinity Lutheran Church Parish 
Hall – Brandt School Road, 
Wexford 

Catered dinner 

Saturday, April 25, 
2026 

PA State Trooper Bertha Cazy  
Recognizing & Avoiding Scams 

The Springfield Grille   
Seven Fields 

Luncheon 

The Alpha Xi Messenger 
The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International: Pennsylvania State Organization 
We promote professional and personal growth of women educators and excellence in education. 
 

August 2025 
______________________________________________________ 
The President’s Message 
 
In April we concluded a busy year at the Springfield Grille as we reminisced about our youth while enjoying a 
presentation on “The History of Rock and Roll of the 1950’s and 1960’s!” It brought back wonderful 
memories as we sang along!  
 
I hope that you enjoyed your summer!   Now, we’re ready to begin another productive year of interesting 
programs, speakers, projects, and teacher enrichment grants. We need your involvement to keep our chapter 
strong; we can’t do it without you!  
 
Sadly, we lost a member at the end of the last school  
year, Janet Korenich, a retired principal from the North  
Hills School District. We will have a Celebration of Life  
for her at an upcoming meeting.  
 
Take a look at all the articles in this newsletter to find  
out what is planned, and I hope to see many of you at  
our first meeting of the new year, a multi-chapter meeting  
where we’ll meet the new DKG state president, Marcie  
Erickson, and make plans for another exciting year ahead! 
 
President Paulette Hemmings             
 
                                                    
 
 
 

The 2025-2026 Program Calendar 
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The Program Committee 
Phyllis Jenny, 1st Vice President and Committee Chair 

 
The lazy days of summer are quickly coming to an end, and soon we will be attending our first 
meeting of this DKG year.  

On Saturday, September 13, Alpha Xi will be joining three other chapters, Alpha Phi, Alpha 
Upsilon, and Theta to meet and welcome Marcia Erickson, the new state president. Each chapter 
will share its interests, programs, and projects. Individual members may share their interests, 
talents, and hobbies through a small display if they choose.  

The RSVP form is included in this newsletter. Please note that forms and checks are to be 
mailed to Haddie Weber, not to me; however, please email me to indicate that you are attending.  
We plan to make carpooling possible for anyone who wants it. 

Attending a multi-chapter meeting is a wonderful opportunity to meet and mingle with other 
DKG sisters as well as to meet the state president. This will be her first meeting with chapters 
since her election. 

The Program Committee, consisting of Paulette Hemmings, Barb MacDonald, Karen Ulrich, 
and Sallie Fisher, met in June to discuss possible program speakers and venues. A special thank 
you to Paulette for once again arranging a meeting and private tour of the current exhibit at the 
Heinz History Center.  And thanks to our dedicated treasurer, Barb, for contacting several 
people and arranging the program for our April meeting.  

Also, thanks to Jade for volunteering to present an interesting and interactive program for 
January.  

I’m hoping to see all our members at the multi-chapter meeting as we kick off the 2025-2026 
Alpha Xi year.  

Best wishes to all those talented teachers who are returning to the classroom in the next few 
days. Good luck and have a wonderful school year. 

Zip With Us Project 
Terry Klein 

 
Our $420 donation to Zip with Us was gratefully received 
by the charity and many “thank yous” were offered for 
our generosity & kindness.  Later, I received a lovely note 
and this certificate of appreciation. 

Once again, I want to say how impressed I am with the 
giving spirit of our chapter. 
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Membership/Teacher Enrichment Grants 

Jeanne Vendeland – 2nd Vice President and 
Committee Chair 

 
As we prepare to get together for our new year for 
Alpha Xi, we need to think about how to keep our 
chapter dynamic and flourishing. If you know a 
woman educator who would be a good fit for our 
group, reach out to her. Remember that it doesn’t 
have to be a classroom teacher. Others who may be 
eligible are school nurses, principals, counselors, 
Sunday school teachers, or Girl Scout leaders. DKG 
even suggests that firefighters who teach safety 
programs to children or doctors who teach students 
could be eligible for membership.  
 
We will once again be offering our Teacher 
Enrichment Grants to area teachers. Shortly after 
school starts, we will be spreading the word to local 
school districts about applying for the grants. If you 
know of any teachers who might be interested in 
receiving funding for a special project for their 
school, be sure to let them know of this opportunity. 
Applications will be due before the January meeting 
so that our membership can vote on potential 
recipients then. The winners will be invited to 
accept their awards at the March meeting.  
 

Check out the wonderful Alpha Xi article, written by Karen Ulrich.  It is on the Chapter News 
Webpage on the Pennsylvania DKG website at 

https://dkgpa.weebly.com/ 
 

Jared Box Project 
Melody Hannegan 

 
Back by popular demand, we will again 
provide boxes for children who visit the 
ER at the AHN Wexford Hospital.  I 
will hand out empty plastic boxes and 
instructions at the first 2 meetings of the 
year.  Choose an age group  
for a girl or boy, fill the  
box with fun and useful  
items, and return the  
boxes at the January  
or March meeting.   

In the fall we plan to work together with 
Theta, Alpha Phi, and Alpha Upsilon on a 
Southwest PA chapters’ project that will 
benefit foster children in our area. You’ll hear 
more information about it soon. 

Congratulations to Jade 
and Darlene! Their 

beautiful photography 
was selected for the DKG 
Spring International Art 

Gallery!  Submissions for 
the fall are due by 
September 15 – 
www.dkg.org  

 

https://gallery.dkg.org/index.php/photography/ 

This year, we won’t need our 
chapter members to make 
district raffle baskets because 
we have funds from last year 
to support our teacher 
enrichments grants. However, 
we will continue to sign up by 
districts to provide an 
inspiration at each meeting.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
page 4  
 

Member News 

Hi! I was in a play "Four Old 
Broads" at the Marco Island 
Players. What fun! And, as I 

send this Bill and I are enjoying 
the Shaw Festival at Niagara- on 
-the-Lake in Canada.           Ellen 
 

Of course, we posed in front of the Roman 
bridge in Cordoba, Spain!  Terry and Melody 

DKG state convention in the 
Poconos was a fantastic experience 
in June and I was a table presenter 

at the community building breakfast 
event leading discussions about 

working educators.     Jade 

In July, I placed 3rd in a 
fishing tournament and 
in August I performed a 
new num-chuk pattern 

that I learned this 
summer for a Tae Kwon 

Do demo for a 
community festival in 
Aspinwall.           Jade 

It has been a busy summer 
fighting on the political front 
while also going on several 

amazing trips!   I have met with 
Representative Chris DeLuzio 
and have traveled to Belgium 

with family.    Melissa 
 

The tradition 
continues for us to 
attend the Luau at 
PNC Park – we all 

have quite the 
wardrobe of 

Hawaiian shirts 
and hats!  Phyllis, 
Terry, and Melody 

We’re wishing Jeanne Vendeland well as 
her knee strengthens after knee 

replacement surgery in July.  Please keep 
Marg Foster and Karen Klingman in 

your thoughts and prayers as they see their 
way through health issues.  And much 
gratitude to the medical staff who work 

wonders every day! 



 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor and Web Manager: Melody Hannegan 
Website address: https://www.alphaxipadkg.org/ 

 

CHAPTER REMINDERS: 
 

 RSVP forms for the September 13th 
multi-chapter meeting are due to 
Haddie Weber by August 30th. Please 
notify Phyllis if you are going. 

 The 2026 PA State Convention will be 
held in Cranberry Township in June.  
See you there! 

 This is the 2nd year of the 2024-2026 
biennium – it’s time to think about your 
commitment to be a leader in Alpha Xi! 

 

DRESS FOR SUCCESS: Shari McGill  
This worthy project will continue this year, but the logistics of meeting in the South Hills and 
The Strip District may make it a little harder to collect donations in the fall.  As you begin the 
task of putting away summer clothing and taking out the cozy, warmer clothes, don’t forget to 

set aside your gently worn items to contribute down the road. 

A special thanks goes to Jade who voluntarily 
bought the materials, made our raffle item, and 
then delivered it to the state convention!  In 
addition, she was a table presenter at the 
community building breakfast event leading 
discussions about working educators.   
 
We also appreciate that Jade made sure that 
Barb Rankin’s memorial gift, a metal 
butterfly, was given to Barb’s good friend and 
DKG sister, Susan Stamm, Lamba Chapter. 

 

“… as one goes through life, 
one learns that if you don’t 

paddle your own canoe, you 
don’t move.”   

Katharine Hepburn 
 

Congratulations, 
Alpha Xi for 
these honors 
from the state 
organization! 

Jade and Abbey on one of 
the park benches!  Thanks 

for your help! 

Delta bear helped us 
celebrate the 

contributions of Barb 
Rankin! 

Retired social studies 
teacher from Quaker 

Valley, Jeff 
Andrews, played 

many memories for 
us. What fun it 

would have been to 
have been in his 

classroom!   


