
 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                             The 2023-2024 Program Calendar 

Date Location Program Meal 

Saturday,  

September 21, 2024 

The Heinz History Center in 
the Strip District 

A Woman’s Place: How Women 
Shaped Pittsburgh 

Lunch 

Thursday,  

November 14, 202 

Luciano’s Restaurant, 
Mars 

Melissa Costantino-Poruben 
World Congress of Teachers in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Dinner 

Tuesday,  

January 28, 2025 

Shaler-North Hills Library 
Shaler Township 

Terry Klein & Melody Hannegan 
– Exploring Japan & Wendy 
Coester - origami 

Boxed dinner 

Wednesday, 

March 11 or 18, 2025 

The Clubhouse,  
Rt. 8 in Gibsonia 

Maggie Giel-Bovaird / Big 
Brothers & Sisters of Greater Pgh 

Buffet dinner 

Saturday, 

April 26 or May 3 

The Springfield Grille   
Seven Fields  

Jeff Andrews – Music of the late 
50’s and 60’s 

Luncheon 

 

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International – key women educators 

  August 2024 

The President’s Message 
 
Hello Alpha Xi Ladies! 
 
In April we concluded a great year at the Springfield Grill, with our presenter, Josh Morton, a Duquesne 
University student who shared his talent and passion on the violin. Josh offered a variety of musical selections, 
which our members greatly appreciated because we hadn’t enjoyed a musical program  
in a long time. In addition, our Celebration of Life ceremony paid tribute to four  
wonderful women from our chapter, Dottie, Aleida, Dede, and Barb. It reminded us  
of the reasons that we miss them and why they were special ladies. 
 
I hope that your summer was very relaxing and rewarding! Many of us began  
the summer by enjoying our tri-chapter meeting in May with Alpha Phi and  
Theta chapters, and special guest, our state president, Royce Boyd. We were  
treated to a wonderful luncheon, the chance to get to know each other better,  
and the opportunity to have our chapter officers installed by Royce. In June  
the DKG Pennsylvania State Convention was held in our area, and I was very  
proud to see so many of our chapter members in attendance. It was an opportunity  
to learn, share ideas, and enjoy each other’s company!   
 
Check out the information in this newsletter about awards that three of our members  
received this summer, and details about a possible new chapter project. The program  
committee has been hard at work planning and preparing for another enlightening,  
entertaining, and engaging year ahead. Other committees have been busy too, getting ready 
 for the new year. We hope that you’ll make plans to join us for the fun! 
 
Hope to see you at our September meeting! 
Paulette 
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The Program Committee 
Phyllis Jenny, 1st Vice President and Committee Chair 

 
Welcome ladies to the Alpha Xi 2024-2025 year! 
 
The program committee has been very busy since June.  We have successfully planned and scheduled 
the venues and programs for our chapter members and guests to enjoy. 
 
Our year begins with an exciting program that celebrates Pittsburgh women.  Mark your calendar for 
Saturday, September 21. We will meet at The Heinz History Center to explore this interesting 
exhibition that “spotlights barrier-breaking women”. 
 
The business meeting will begin promptly at 10 am. Following the meeting, Bob Stakeley will lead us 
on a private tour of the current exhibit - A Woman’s Place: How Women Shaped Pittsburgh. 
 
Sending a big “thank you” to the members of the program committee - Paulette Hemmings, Barb 
MacDonald, Sallie Fisher, and Darlene Farrell.  I’d also like to thank Karen Ulrich,  Sandy 
Werderitch, and Faith Jack for suggesting and exploring possible program ideas and venues. All of 
these people were very helpful and much appreciated. 

At our April 
meeting, we 

enjoyed a 
program by 

violinist, Josh 
Morton and 

celebrated the 
lives of Dot, 

Dede, Aleida, 
and Barbara.  
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Membership/Teacher Enrichment Grants 
Jeanne Vendeland – 2nd Vice President and Committee Chair 

 
The days are getting shorter and the nights, cooler. I guess that means it’s time for another school year 
and another Alpha Xi season. As we prepare to get together for our first meeting in September, we 
need to start thinking about how to keep our chapter dynamic and flourishing. If you know a woman 
educator who would be a good fit for our group, reach out to her. Remember that it doesn’t have to be 
a classroom teacher. Others who may be eligible are school nurses, principals, counselors, Sunday 
school teachers, or Girl Scout leaders. DKG even suggests that firefighters who teach safety programs 
to children or doctors who teach students could be eligible for membership.  
 
We will once again be offering our Teacher Enrichment Grants to area teachers. Shortly after school 
starts, we will be spreading the word to local school districts about applying for the grants. If you 
know of any teachers who might be interested in receiving funding for a special project for their 
school, be sure to let them know of this opportunity. Applications will be due by the end of October so 
that our membership can vote on potential recipients at the November meeting. The winners will be 
invited to accept their awards at the March meeting.  

Tri-Chapter Meeting in May: 
Alpha Phi, Theta, and Alpha Xi 

State President, Royce Boyd 

(pictured with Darlene) 
Royce installed our officers for the 2024-2026 biennium. 

Alpha Xi was well represented. 
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Zip With Us Project Proposal 
Terry Klein 

More than 40,000 children undergo cancer treatment every year. Many if not most of these children 
have a port device or a PICC line implanted as part of their treatment. During this scary and fearful 
time, children and teens would have to remove their shirts to have their treatments. 
  
That was until a local couple came up with the idea of the ZipShirt, a simple t-shirt with an access 
zipper sewn into the neckline that allowed for the comfort, warmth, and dignity the children needed 
during treatment. 
 
That was the genesis of the non-profit charity Zip With Us. The mission is to provide free, custom 
ZipShirts to every child with an implant. A t-shirt, sewn by hand by volunteers in their homes, along 
with handwritten notes from these volunteers, would be placed on the hospital bed of each child. These 
shirts, and others if the parents choose to purchase more, will be a familiar part of infusion days or 
emergency treatments. 
 
I hope to share more with you about this amazing charity at a meeting this year. In the meantime, you 
can learn more about Zip With Us on their website: zipwithus.org 
 
Please consider adopting this charity for our philanthropic outreach.  Thank you! 

Revisiting Jared Boxes 
Melody Hannegan 

 
Through the Jared Box Project Facebook Page, 
I discovered that some organizations and 
schools are donating Jared Boxes to medical 
facilities in the Pittsburgh area.  The Jared Box 
website gives all the information we need: the 
many names of participating Pittsburgh 
hospitals and health centers with contact 
information, the list of suggested items for the 
boxes, and the templates for the boxes’ labels.   
 
If we choose to make Jared Boxes again this 
year, I will ask for small donations for the 
actual boxes at the September meeting and 
make them available for you to take them home 
at the November meeting. 
 
Feel free to check out the website, 
https://thejaredbox.org/! 

Update: 

School 

Supplies 

Delivery 

 
Last month, 
Phyllis and 

Melody unloaded 
a trunkful of 

supplies at North 
Hills Community 
Outreach for their 
North Boroughs 
Back to School 
Distribution on 

August 3rd!  
They were very 
appreciative of 
you generosity! 

Under Shari McGill’s leadership, we will continue to donate clothing and accessories for Dress For 
Success!  The first collection will be at the November meeting!  Thank you for all your support! 
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Phyllis  

I traveled this summer to Nashville 
with my daughter, Melissa, and 
granddaughter, Shannon.  We enjoyed 
the Grand Ole Oprey and a day at 
Dollywood. 

Darlene 

A very special Birthday celebrating 
in Slippery Rock, PA! A day of 
fishing and celebrating with family 
and an evening of attending Prom 
2024— never too old to have fun! 
Prom included dinner, carriage 
ride, dancing and a Photo Booth! 

Melissa 

 
The World Congress of Teachers in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina experience was incredible - to be part of the 
Congress was quite an honor.  Buenos Aires is known 
as the Paris of the Southern Hemisphere, and the 
European influences are remarkable in their wide 
streets and intricate facades.   
 
The Congress had 2 days of pre-congress meetings and 
five days of in-Congress meetings at the CEC 
Convention Center of Buenos Aires.  Every day, we 
started our day with a morning Caucus to discuss what 
would happen that day at the congress and how we 
would vote.  The Education International Congress 
included delegates from 150 countries and over 200 
teachers' unions.  
 
Delegates had two receptions at two different palaces. 
and I also had the opportunity to go to a Tango Show at 
Almacen (the oldest tango show establishment).   We fit 
in riding a horse, taking a boat ride, touring the Teatro 
Colon, and exploring Sacremento del Colonnia in 
Uruguay.  The travel enrichment grant from DKG 
helped make all the extra touring possible!     
 
More information about the congress will be included 
in the Keystonian article, but American Politics is 
definitely on the world stage.   I will be sure to include 
Congress information at my presentation at our 
November meeting, but overall, it was a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity.   

Reminder: The RSVP for the September 
meeting is September 14th.  This is a 
great program to share with guests! 



 
 
 
  

Jade 

At the end of July, I had the opportunity to 
attend the Climate Change Adventure Project, a 
4-day experience led by Communitopia and 
held at North Park for Western PA teachers. It 
focused on ideas and lessons that can be 
incorporated into science classrooms that center 
on climate change and its impact in our world.  
This past week, I also showcased a new double 
nunchuk pattern as part of a taekwondo demo 
for the Aspinwall Big Night Out community 

festival. 

Our condolences are extended to Linda Berggren in the loss of 
her husband, John, in June. 

Barbara MacDonald is recovering after surgery for 
appendicitis. 

On September 30th, a dinner to raise funds for the Dede 

Rittman Classroom Grant will be held at the Connoquenessing 
Country Club. The reservation deadline is September 13th. 

Jeanne Keys 

This is the only 
monster I saw at Loch 

Ness in July. 

Faith 

My brother, sister, and cousins were among the 
Hileman Family at their July 4th Reunion. The 
rest of my summer has been spent working at 
the record store & attending concerts, namely 
Train, Foreigner/Styx/John Waite, Pat Benatar 
& Bruce Springsteen. I'll see The Doobie 
Brothers/Steve Winwood at Starlake & Melissa 
Etheridge for Women Who Rock benefit at 
Stage AE before August ends. 

Melody 

My daughters, 
grandchildren, 
and I enjoyed a 

quick trip to D.C.  
where we visited 
The Air & Space 
Museum, Portrait 
Gallery, and the 

Lincoln 
Memorial! 
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Wishing all our active teachers a great school year and all our members good health, much 

joy, and safe endeavors in this coming academic year!  See you at the September meeting! 

I enjoyed meeting and sharing ideas with members of DKG chapters from around the state. I loved sharing 
the experience with our own chapter members who were able to attend, especially our first-timers! - Paulette 

I was looking forward to reconnecting with DKG sisters 
from around the state, but I never imagined seeing my 
chorus teacher from Ford City High School, Kathy 
Valasek. She was an Album of Distinction awardee and 
member of Alpha Theta Chapter. 
 
Of course I also enjoyed time spent with Alpha Xi 
sisters. We had fun as Royce's Rowdies at trivia night, 
although we came in last place. Phyllis & I spent some 
time chatting, hence our motto - more workshops with 
Phyllis.  Jade & I were even lucky winners of some 
raffle prizes (a first for me at convention). Jade scored 2: 
lottery tickets & metal caterpillar basket, & I won $150 

cash which was taped on a globe � "Money makes the 
world go round." - Faith 

 


