
      
THE 2014-2015 CALENDAR 

ENGAGE 
in the community of Alpha Xi! 

 

Explore Local History 
Thursday, September 17th 
The Heinz History Center 

Steamboat Arabia 
 

Nurture Your Creativity 
Tuesday, October 28th 

The Pittsburgh Glass Center 
Working with Glass 

 

Gather Consumer Advice 
Thursday, December 4th 

Luciano’s Restaurant in Mars 
ID Theft & Security 

 

Affirm life: Organ Donation 
Wednesday, February 4th 
Trinity Lutheran Church 

What is CORE? 
 

Grow DKG Sisterhood 
Saturday, March 7th 

McCormick & Schmick’s, 
South Side Works 
with Theta Chapter 

State President, Kay Stuart 
 

Educate: Past, Present, & 
Future 

Thursday, May 7th 
Sample Schoolhouse / 

Cranberry Library 
Tour & Initiation of New 

Members 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out yout website:  http://alphaxipadkg.weebly.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Alpha Xi Messenger 
   August 2014 

Greetings, Alpha Xi Sisters! 
 
As the climate and the calendar are both announcing the end of summer, 
we are preparing to resume our fall routines of teaching, learning, 
working, volunteering, enjoying school and cultural events, and traveling.  
Oh, and yes, we are embarking on another year in our DKG community.  
This summer, Barbara MacDonald, Barbara Rankin, and I attended the PA 
DKG convention in June and Paulette Hemmings (and her very brave 
husband, Wes), Phyllis Jenny and I represented Alpha Xi in Indianapolis 
at the International Convention.   In addition, the program committee has 
planned a variety of informative and fun meetings; the executive board has 
discussed important issues and is anxious to share our ideas with you; and 
the finance committee has created a budget for you to approve.  Thank you 
so much to all who have worked hard this summer so that we may enjoy a 
great year together. 
 
In Indianapolis, we greeted key women educators from Japan for the first 
time.  DKG is growing globally.  We also talked a lot about active 
membership. DKG is gradually shrinking in the US, not unlike many 
organizations.  Therefore, we focused a lot on membership and how to 
transform to better meet the interests of Gen-Xers and Millennials as well 
as retain our longtime members.  We all from Alpha Xi to the 
International level must find the balance between tradition and innovation.  
I think it promises to be an exciting process. 
(continued on page 4) 

 The President’s Message 

Barbara MacDonald 

passes the torch of 

the presidency to 

Melody Hannegan in 

the installation 

ceremony at 

Treesdale Country 

Club as Paulette 

Hemmings continues 

her role as First Vice 

President. 



 

 
 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Welcome new member, Dede Rittman! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE 2014-2015 

 

The September Program: Pittsburgh’s Lost 
Steamboat: Treasures of the Arabia 

Caption describing picture or graphic. 

We will begin and end the school year by stepping back in time. 
Between those two meetings we will embark on another creative 
adventure, learn how to protect ourselves financially, discover how to 
make a difference in the lives of others, and connect with our fellow 
DKG sisters. 
 
Thanks to our committee for all their help in selecting our venues and 
programs for this year: Melody Hannegan, Barb MacDonald, Terry 
Klein, Melissa Costantino, Karen Ulrich and Janet Serdy. We 
couldn’t have done it without everyone’s involvement and hard 
work! 
 
We invite you to join us for what we hope will be an informative, 
interesting and intriguing year! 
 
Paulette Hemmings 
.  

 

Travel back in time at our first DKG meeting of the year 
as we enjoy a private tour of the Steamboat Arabia 
exhibit at the Heinz History Center. We will see a rare 
time capsule of American history during the period 
when Pittsburgh was the Gateway to the West. The 
Steamboat Arabia was built in the Pittsburgh area and 
launched in 1853, traveling to frontier towns along the 
Ohio, Mississippi and Missouri Rivers. The steamboat 
carried many items that were made in Pittsburgh, bound 
for general stores and pioneer settlements in the West. 
During its final journey in 1856, the Arabia struck a tree 
snag in the Missouri River and sank near Kansas City, 
Mo. More than 130 years later, a group of modern-day 
adventurers discovered the steamboat buried beneath a 
Kansas cornfield with many of its one million supplies 
in perfect condition, including fine china, clothing, pre-
fabricated homes, and even bottled food. 
 
In partnership with the Steamboat Arabia Museum in 
Kansas City, the Heinz History Center’s exhibit 

showcases 2000 amazing objects from the Arabia 
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collection, including pickles still green in 
the bottle! 
 
We hope that you will be able to join us 
on September 17th as we get a glimpse of 
pre-Civil War life and learn about 
Pittsburgh’s role during this key period of 
exploration in American history. 
 

 



Please remember that 
your DKG dues of 
$82.00 are due by 

October 15th. 
Send a check to 

Marg Foster, 
200 Goldsmith Rd.  

Pgh, PA 15237, 
or pay at the  

September meeting. 

Check out yout website:  http://alphaxipadkg.weebly.com/ 
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Meeting Minutes  
Treesdale Golf and Country Club 
Orchard Room, 11A.M. 
May 3, 2014   
 

Installation of Officers: Terry Klein led the 
Installation ceremony.  Melody Hannegan, 
President; Paulette Hemmings, First Vice President; 
Faith Jack, 2nd Vice President; Peg Maser, 
Corresponding Secretary; Karen Ulrich, Recording 
Secretary; and Margaret Foster, Treasurer are the 
officers for the 2014-2016 biennium. 
 
For the Initiation ceremony, Barbara MacDonald, 
Peg Maser, Faith Jack, and Karen Klingman, and 
Terry Klein, Parliamentarian, took part.  Barbara 
Schmid was the sponsor for candidate Dede 
Rittman. 
 
We sang the Delta Kappa Gamma song. 
Barbara Lanza was the greeter. 
Ellen Rodwick gave the inspiration on Hope. 
Ruth Wilson and Nancy Penney provided the raffle 
basket of flowers to plant. 
 
The minutes as printed in the newsletter were 
approved as printed. 
 
Peg Maser read a thank you from Room to Read for 
our $170.90 donation. 
 
Barb Schmid read the Treasurer’s Report in Marg 
Foster’s absence.  Balance is $3207.91. 
 
Joanna Weber, the Grant-in-Aid Recipient, was 
unable to attend due to her graduation ceremony.  
Terry Klein told us a bit more about her. 
 
Ellen Rodwick reported on the Jared Boxes and 
Projects and will pass on resources to next chair. 
 
Under Unfinished Business, the Attendance Award 
name pulled was Melissa Costantino. 
 
Barb MacDonald gave out gifts to her officers, and 
Melody presented a gift from the chapter to Barbara 
continued page 4 

Your newsletters and website were 

recognized at the PA convention.  

Congratulations and thanks to Faith & 

Melody! 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

(Minutes continued) 
 

for her two biennia terms. She also thanked people 
for bringing in items for the State raffle basket. 
 
We saw the chair for the Head Start project that 
was purchased by Dede Rittman and painted by 
Deb McMullen to go with the book Pete the Cat: I 
Love My White Shoes.   
 
Melody Hannegan reported that the Standing 
Rules were adopted by a 30-0 vote.   
Melody asked members to sign up for committees 
for her term. 
 
In Joys and Concerns, Phyllis Jenny had a knee 
replacement, Barb Schmid is retiring, Dede 
Rittman is having two books printed. 
 
Roses were given to new member and officers. 
 
Lunch was served, and we were entertained by 
Deb Stackrow on the harp.  Paulette Hemmings 
won the raffle basket. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Karen Ulrich 
 

Check out yout website:  http://alphaxipadkg.weebly.com/ 
page 

Deb Stackrow provided beautiful music on 

her harp as we ate lunch and as Linda 

Peffer closely watched. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(President’s Message, continued) 

What is our first step?  Faith Jack has penned an invitation to 
former members, who left our ranks within the past 5 years and it 
will be sent out with a program schedule, website address, and 
contact information as we send out this newsletter.   Please don’t 
hesitate to follow up with a call or email to the women you miss.  
In addition, please consider inviting current teachers to the 
September meeting and encourage them to bring along a colleague.  
Let’s plant some seeds at the beginning of the year.  I hope to see 
many familiar as well as new faces.  
  
I feel so honored to serve you as your president for the next two 
years.  Each of you is an important member of this community.  I 
have already been amazed by your willingness to contribute and I 
hope that each of you feels that Alpha Xi and DKG offer you an 
opportunity for fellowship, growth, and service. 
 
May your fall season bring you many wonders! 
Melody                                                   viatoretis@comcast.net  
 

Congratulations to Dr. Lyn 
Schmid, The Delta Kappa Gamma 
International President for 2014-
2016.  Dr. Lyn served as PA State 
President from 2005-2007.  You 

may remember when this 
energetic leader spoke at our 2007 
tri-chapter meeting.  Her speech 
from the banquet in Indianapolis 

can be found here: 
https://www.dkg.org/content/85-
years-and-beyond-advancing-key-
women-educators-life-0  
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DELTA KAPPA GAMMA PROGRAM 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2014 

HEINZ HISTORY CENTER 

1212 SMALLMAN STREET 

PITTSBURGH, PA 15222 

 

PROGRAM: 

To begin our theme to ENGAGE this year, we will Explore local history, enjoying a private tour of the Steamboat Arabia exhibit with 

Robert Stakeley, the Education Outreach Coordinator for the Heinz History Center. 

 

SCHEDULE:  

The Great Hall: 

Social Time: 4:45-5:00 

Business Meeting 5:00-5:45 

Meal: 5:45-6:30 

Tour Exhibit: 6:30-7:15 

 

MENU: 

SELECT ONE:  

______Turkey Wrap (turkey, cheddar cheese, turkey bacon, lettuce, tomato on a flour wrap) 

______Tuna Wrap (tuna salad, romaine, tomato on a flour wrap) 

______Chicken Caesar Wrap (grilled chicken, mozzarella cheese, feta, olives, lettuce, tomato on flour wrap) 

______Ham Sandwich (honey ham, Swiss cheese, pickles, lettuce, tomato, spicy mustard on wheat bread) 

______Roast Beef Sandwich(roast beef, cheddar cheese, lettuce, tomato, onion, Thousand Island dressing on rye) 

______Turkey Sandwich (turkey, provolone cheese, spring mix, red pepper, honey mustard on sourdough bread) 

 

SIDE ITEMS (all are included): 

Soup: Roasted Red Pepper and Gouda Soup with crackers 

Garden Salad with choice of two dressings 

Assorted cookie and brownie tray 

Coffee, iced tea, lemonade, iced water 

COST: $19.00 PER PERSON 

Reservation and payment due by September 8, 2014 

Payment: Check payable to Delta Kappa Gamma, along with selection to: 

Paulette Hemmings 

5052 Windriver Drive 

McKees Rocks, PA 15136 

Questions? Contact Paulette at 412-331-7894 or paulette.hemmings@yahoo.com 

 

• Your Name ___________________________________________________________________ 

• Your Wrap or Sandwich Selection _________________________________________________ 

 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE IN THE 12
TH

 AND SMALLMAN STREET PARKING LOT                                                                                     

ACROSS FROM THE HEINZ HISTORY CENTER. CARPOOLING IS ENCOURAGED. 

 

 

 

 

 

Any professional or personal news that you would like to share with the members? 

 

Carpooling:  From Target, Rt. 228, Cranberry               ____   I can give a ride.     ____  I would like a ride. 

                      From Giant Eagle, Camp Horne Rd.          ____  I can give a ride.      ____ I would like a ride. 


