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The President’s Message 
 
 
 

ALPHA XI’S RECIPE FOR SUCCESS 

Begin with a group of dedicated ladies, 
Mix in their generosity and a desire to make a difference 

While volunteering their time and talents; 
Blend in equal parts of delicious meals at local venues, 

Productive meetings, and motivational speakers and projects. 
Add inspirational teacher grant winners 

Who have plans to improve their school and community. 
Include a big dose of friendship and enjoying time with each other. 

Mix it together and what do you have?  
Our Alpha Xi Chapter! 

 
Thanks to our members and guests who have made this a very successful year!  I am grateful for all you do 

and all that we have achieved! I wish you a safe and enjoyable summer and look forward to working together 
again in the fall! 

 

President Paulette Hemmings             
 

Newsletter Editor and Web Manager:  
Melody Hannegan 
Website address: 

 https://www.alphaxipadkg.org/ 
 

The April Meeting is brought 
to you by the Avonworth teachers! 

Paulette, Phyllis, and Barb conduct 
business in March and Jade wins 
the raffle bag at NPL-R! 

The Pennsylvania DKG website is 
https://dkgpa.weebly.com/ 
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The Program Committee 
Phyllis Jenny, 1st Vice President and Committee Chair 

 
The next meeting of our chapter is Saturday, April 26, at the Springfield Grille. 
We welcome Jeff Andrews, retired Quaker Valley social studies teacher, as our speaker.  While 
enjoying our lunch, Jeff will entertain us with a background of soft rock music from the past. 
Following the meal, we will learn the history of the music and the musicians from the 50’s and 
60’s. 

In addition to our business meeting, lunch, and the program, we  
will remember Barbara Rankin during our celebration of life  
memorial. 

The Springfield Grille does not open until twelve noon. If our  
room is an available at that time, the business meeting will take  
place at 12:15, and lunch will be served at one p.m.  The program  
will follow.  

Please return your RSVP and check made out to Delta Kappa Gamma several days BEFORE 
the April 17th due date. 

The Program Committee will meet in June to discuss next year’s programs. If you are 
interested in joining the committee, please contact me asap. Also, we welcome ideas for 
programs and suggestions for venues. Call, text, or email me with any questions or ideas you 
may have concerning the programs for next year. 

Shaler Alumna, Maggie Giel-Bovaird, 
presented an informative and 
enthusiastic overview of the mission 
and programing of Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Greater Pittsburgh at the 
March meeting. 

Words of wisdom from Mother Teresa 
– shared in Terry’s inspiration! 
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Membership and Ways & Means 
Jeanne Vendeland, 2nd Vice President 

 
Thank you to all who attended the last meeting at 
The North Park Lounge Richland to meet our 
Teacher Enrichment Grant recipients, Kristen Paul 
and Abbey Nilson, both from Shaler. Kristen 
explained how she will use her grant to purchase 
supplies for an advanced baking class that her 
students may take after completing an introductory 
foods course.  Abbey’s sustainability class is 
collecting plastic lids and caps so that they can be 
recycled into benches and purchased for a local 
park. And a special thank you to Jade Leung for 
suggesting to Kristen and Abbey that they apply for 
the grant. 

DUES REMINDER   

Barb MacDonald 

Dues will remain the same for 2025-26 at $85 for active members. They are due to me by June 1st.  
Checks should be made out to Delta Kappa Gamma. If you have any questions, please email or call me.  
Checks will be welcome at our April 26th meeting at the Springfield Grille or you can also mail me your 
checks.  Take a few minutes to do this while you are thinking about it.  It saves all of us time and energy. 

Thank you! 
(editor’s note: Barb’s address can be found in the directory & I will include it in an email!) 

Abbey, Jeanne, and Kristen 

It’s with great sadness that we have learned of the passing of Barbara 
Rankin.  She passionately loved Delta Kappa Gamma and our chapter 

and worked diligently at the local, state, and international levels.  
While she was able to be an active member, she was the go-to person 
for all things DKG in Alpha Xi.  At the state level, she received the 
PA State Achievement Award for being an extraordinary “worker 

bee”.  We stand on her shoulders! 
“To us pioneers have given, 

We return their gifts to Heaven; 
Work for others is the leaven 

That inspires our band.” 
From the Delta Kappa Gamma Song  
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CHAPTER ANNOUNCEMENTS and 
REMINDERS: 

 
 RSVP forms for the April 26th meeting are due to 

Phyllis by April 17th.  
 The annual DKG Creative Arts Retreat will take place 

in Camp Ladore, Waymart, PA from May 16-18, 2025. 
Registration is due by April 14th. 

 The PA State Convention will be held at the Kalahari 
Resort in the Pocono Mountains, June 11-13, 2025.  
RSVPs are due by May 13th. 

 The dues deadline is June 1st – checks should be sent to  
Barbara MacDonald 

 

Member News 

DRESS FOR SUCCESS: Shari McGill & Jade Leung 
Think of us as you change your seasonal wardrobe: bring donations to the April meeting! 

 

I sing with the Bach Choir of Pittsburgh. Our upcoming concert is called "Motown Mania." We will be 
singing many of the oldies from the 60's and 70's. Music from the Supremes, Temptations, Four Tops, 
Stevie Wonder, and other artists will be on the program. Etta Cox will be our M.C. 

 Saturday, May 3, 7:30 pm and Sunday, May 4, 4:00 pm 

 Greater Pittsburgh Masonic Center, 3579 Masonic Way, Pittsburgh, PA 15237                            
(Off of Cemetery Lane). 

 Tickets can be purchased at www.bachchoirpittsburgh.org  

A good time will be had by all!  
Thank you, 
Sue Phillips 

My Theta workshop went fantastic!!!!! 
It was very well received. It was so 
much fun to spend the day with 
another chapter. Everyone really 
enjoyed the presentation too! It was 
very interactive and fun to get to know 
people and have them take part in the 
activities and see how I incorporate 
martial arts into classroom activities. I 
revised it from the original version and 
added new activities.  In addition, 
Rose Ann agreed to present at a 
program about her Ukrainian Easter 
eggs next year at one of our chapter 
meetings!  Jade Leung


